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Sil ateaillilie 
The present sheet contains Mr. Webster’s 
prief speech, made on the 31st of Jannary, against 


the sab-treasury bill. 


Adjutant general Jones, who recently suffered 
a severe injury by the falling of his horse, has so 
far recovered as to be able to attend to his duties. 


Mr. Preston resumed his seat in the house on 
Thursday last, as did Mr. Clay, who had been ab- 
sent for several days in consequence of indisposi- 
tion. Mr. Vail, of New York, who had also been 


confined to his room for several days by illness, 
appeared in his seat in the house om the same day. 


§g-The “Globe” states that the president’s draw- 
ine room will be opened for the reception of com- 


pany on Thursday evening next, at eight o’clock. 


A duel was fought with rifles, near this city, 
on Saturday last, between the hon. Jonathan Cilley, 
a member of the house of representatives from the 
state of Maine, and the hon. William J. Graves, a 
member of the same body from the state of Ken- 
tucky, which resulted in the death of the former 
on the third fire. The particulars of this most 
melancholy occurrence will be found in a subse- 
quent page. : ; 

On Tuesday last the remains of the deeeased 
were attended to the grave by the president of the 
United States, the heads of departments, the mem- 
bers of both houses of congress and a vast as- 
sembly of citizens. 

It is stated that the judges of the supreme court, 
now in session, were Invited to attend the funeral, 
but resolved not to do so, as an evidence of their 
reprobation of a practice more characteristic of a 
barbaric age, than one im which all profess regard 
for bumanity and the laws. 


ConeressionaAL. The proceedings of the sen- 
ate and house of representatives on Thursday, are 
inserted in the last page. Inthe senate yesterday, 
after some unimportant business, Mr. Prentiss, 
asreeably to notice, introduced a bill to prohibit the 
giving or receiving a challenge within this District 
to fizbt a duel, and for the presentment thereof, 
which was read twice by general consent, and re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 

[This bill inflicts the punishment of death on all 
concerned in a duel which results in death; from 
five to ten years’ confinement in the penitentiary 
on all concerned in giving orreceiving a challenge; 
and from three to seven years for assault, defama- 
tion, or abuse, for refusing a challenge.] 

In the house, yesterday, Mr. Grennel and Mr. 
Grantland were announced to have been appointed 
members of the select committee to examine and 
report the cause of Mr. Cilley’s death, &c. in the 
place of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Harrison, excused. 

After a number of committees had made reports, 

The bill reported by the committee on foreign 
affairs, for the preservation of our neutral relations, 
came up in order, and was discussed by Messrs. 
Howard, Underwood, McKay, Fillmore, Holsey, 
Everett, Robertson, Pation, Menefee, Legare, and 
Maxwell. i 

Several amendments were offered, and rejected. 

ending the question upon an amendment offered 
by Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, 

Mr. Cushman moved the previous question, which 
was seconded, 83 to 41, and ordered. 

Mr. Petrikin demanded the yeas and nays, which 
Were ordered; and the bill was passed to a third 
se, this day by a vote of 130 yeas to 45 nays. 


é bill was then read a third time, passed, and 
returned to the 


senate for its concurrence in the 
amendments. 


Particulars in our next. 


- From CaNapa. In addition to the intelligence 
jr Canada inserted in page 7, we have seen it 
Stated that the patriot forces were concentrated at 
i creek, on the St. Lawrence, about twenty 
te * from Watertown. N. Y. with the view of at- 

‘king Kingston. But we learn by the mail of 
yesterday, that they went from French creek to 

lckory island with the view of making further 
Foc parations for the attack; but owing to the small 
: ce, and some difficulty with gen. Van Rensel- 
n> they returned to the Creek and disbunded. 





® whole force did not exceed 200 or 250 men. 
Vor. LIV—Sre. 1. 


It is also rumored that there had been a battle at 
Malden, and that that town and all the milrtary 
stores of the British had fallen into the hands of 
the patriots. 

The Cleveland Herald of the 23d February says— 

From Detroit we have papers of the 19th. Not 
a word touching any movement of the patriots in 
that quarter. The story of crossing and fighting is 
therefore a hoax. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 1st, 1838. 
The treasury notes issued up to this date, under 


the provisions of the act of congress of the 12th of 


October, 1837, amount to $6,518,964 65. 

It appears, by the returns made up to the same 
period, that there has been received for duties and 
lands, andin payment of debts, abont $2,430,250. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 


Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT, March 1, 1838. 

From the mail registers received at the post 
office department, from the postmaster at Hawkins- 
ville, Ga. on the Florida line, it appears that no 
mails from the south were received at that office 
between the 8th and 17th February, at which lat- 
ter date two mails were received. The reason as- 
signed is “high creeks.” 


FLorIpA INDIANS. It is stated in the Charles- 
Courier that the Indian prisoners who have for 
some time past been in confinement at fort Moul- 
trie, were to have left Charleston on Friday the 22d 
for New Orleans, on their way to the far west, in the 
brig Homer. The chiefs wereembarkedon Thurs- 
day morning. Lieutenant Reynolds, of the U. 8. 
marines, had them in charge. 


From Frorrpa. The “ Globe” of Thursday 
night contains the following extract of a letter 
from a highly respectable officer of the army toa 
member of the senate, dated 

‘*Fort Bassinger, Feo. 8. 1838. 

“So mueh for myself. Now, sir, I will give you 
a few lines relative to Florida and the Indians. 

‘We (col. Taylor’s army) have just returned 
from the everglades. They may be said to com- 
menee about 40 or 50 miles southeast of this place, 
and are on the south side of lake Oak-o-chobee. 

‘‘The everglades are what we, at the northwest, 
term a wet prairie. [t is a large wet prairie, or 
grassy lake, of which the Indians and negroes know 


but little, and where they cannot live a month with- 


out great suffering. 

‘‘We saw but few Indians, and they fled rapidly. 
We took about sixty horses, and ascertained that 
their cattle were exhausted. Col. Taylor hus taken 
from them, since his fight, about six hundred head. 
We found, on our last excursion, but few cattle 
tracks, and only two cows were taken. The In- 
dians are suffering for food; in all their camps we 
found they had subsisted on palmetto roots and the 
cabbage-tree, which is never eaten by them except 
when hard run. 

‘One hundred and thirty Indians and negroes 
have come in since the fight, and they say many 
more will come in soon; that they are tired of the 
war and hungry. “a . ws 

“Florida is, generally, a poor, sandy country. 
The southern portion is nearly all prairie, wet and 
dry alternately, healthy in winter, sickly in sum- 
mer. Not more thau one-tenth, at the utmost, of 
Florida, is fit for cultivation, and I would not give 
one good township of land, in Illinois or Michigan, 
for every foot of land in east Florida. 

“The Indian prisoners now admit that they lost 
twenty killed on the ground, and a great many 
wounded, in the fight with co]. Taylor. They had 
a strong position, and fought well, but were terri- 
bly whipped, and have never returned near the 
ground since.” 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Robert M. Hamilton, of Baltimore, consul at 
Montevideo, in the Oriental Republic Uruguay. 

Henry P. Marshall consul at Museat, in the do- 
minions of the Imaum of Muscat. 

George B. Todson to be consul of the United 
States for the port of Altona, in the Kingdom of 


t Denmark. 





Francis H. Gregory, to be a captain im the navy, 
from the 31st January, 1838. 

Samuel W. Downing, to be a commander in the 
navy, from the 23d September, 1837. 

Benjamin Macomber, to be a captain in the marine 
corps, from the 18th January, 1838. 

Archibald H. Gillespie, to be a first lieutenant in 
the marine corps, from the 18th January, 1838. 

Wm. Chandler and John A. Russ, to be lieuten- 
ants in the navy from the 23d September, 1837. 

Austin W. Alien, of Louisiana, to be a second 
lieutenant in the marine corps, from the 15th of 
February, 1838. 

Horatio Bridge, of Maine, to be a purser in the 
navy from the 16th February, 1838. 

Joseph W. Dwyer, of Tennessee, to be a purser 
in the navy from the 20th of February, 1838. 

Dunscomb Bradford, of New York, vice consul 
of the United States at Paris, and 

George Wolf, collector of the customs for the 
oe of Philadelphia, from the 1st of March, 
1838. 

James Logan, of Arkansas, to be agent for the 
ener of Indians, vice J. W. A. Sanford, re- 
signed. 


"Washington G. Singleton, to be attorney of the 


United States for the western district of Virginia. 

Richard W. Greene, tobe attorney of the United 
States for the district of Rhode Island. 

COLLECTORS OF THE CUSTOMS. 

Martin T.. Morton, Nantucket, Mass. from Janu- 
ary 28, 1838. 

Mahlon D. Canfield, Great Egg Harbor, N. J. 
from January 28, 1838. 

Archibald W. Hyde, Burlington, Vt. from Fe- 
bruary 15, 1838. 

Henry Whitely, Wilmington, Del. from February 
16, 1838. 

George Brent, Alexandria, D. C. from February 
16, 1838. 

Peter Dixey, Marblehead, Mass. from February 
19, 1838. 

John P. Norton, Edgartown, Mass. from Fe- 
bruary 19, 1838. 

Thomas H. Blount, Washington, N. C. from Fe- 
bruary 19, 1888. 

— Turner, Georgetown, D. C. from March 
1, 1838. 

Jesse Hoyt, New York, from March 29, 1838. 

George Holt, Cherry Stone, Va. from February 
6, 1838. 

Denny McCobb, Waldoboro, Me. from February 
20, 1838. 

Samuel Learned, Pearl River, Mi. from January 
31, 1838. 

SURVEYORS. 

William Durand, jr. New Haven, Ct. January 
16, 1838, 

Alphonso Mason, Gloucester, Mass. from January 
29, 1838. 

J. G. Mauney, East Greenwich, R. I. from Jan- 
uary 29, 1838. 

William Gray, Port Royai, Va. from 29th Janu- 
ary, 1838. 
pe G. Greene, Portland Me, from February 15, 

= McNeil Boston, Mass. from February 29, 
1838. 
ee W. Riter, Philadelphia, from March 23, 

Marcus C. Ryan, Windsor, N. C. from January 
31, 1838. 

NAVAL OFFICERS, 


Samuel Brown, Providence, R.I. from January 
29, 1838. 
John Horn, Philadelphia, from March 23, 1888. 
Daniel Sherwood, Wilmington, N. C. from Fe- 
bruary 22, 1838. 
APPRAISER, 


aanetY Simpson, Philadelphia, from February 23, 
1838. 


REGISTER OF THE LAND OFFICE. 
Thomas H. Hopkins, Jackson, Mi. from Febru- 
ary 23, 1838. 
RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 


Benjamin R. Ganit, Opelousas, La. from Janu. 
ary 24, 1838. 
Henry Smith, Vandalia, Ill. 
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ExcHANGE. The rates of exchange . between 
New York and other cities are thus noticed in the 
Express of Saturday: 


Boston, : - . - 2 a 23 dis. 
Philadelphia, - - - - lga 2} 
Baltimore, - - . 2 a 24 
Richmond, - : - - 3 a3} 
Charleston, : - - 2 a3 
Cincinnati, - - - - 44a5 
Augusta, - : - 3 a3% 
Savannah, - - - - 243a34 
Mobile, - - - - 6 a7 
New Orleans, c «eo» (B)a88 
Nashville, - . - - 12a15 
Natchez, : : : 15a 18 
Louisville, - - - - 6 a7 
St. Louis, - - - 9 al10 


BANKS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. We pub- 
lish the monthly return of the banks of this state 
to the Ist of Feb. inst. It has been delayed, una- 
voidably, for a few days. A comparison with 
eee reports, presents the following results. 

Ve extend the comparison to December, because 
the return to the Ist January, being the annual re- 
port, was not the usual form of the monthly returns, 
and not convenient for this purpose. 


; June 1. Dec. 1. Feb. 1. 
Loans and disc’ts, 64,391,299 54,809,505 53,383,854 
Specie, — 2,802,313 3,482,620 3,949,332 
Circulation, 14,040,498 13,908,893 11,545,840 
Due canal fund, 3,052,588 2,893,464 3,249'730 
“State treasurer, 3,152,960 214,391 147,572 
“U.S. treasurer, 1,143,389 194,133 199,442 


“Ind. Depositors, 14,100,930 16,100,930 14,950,163 
Profits, 6,329,726 .7,210,870 8,010,450 

The above statements show a diminution of loans 
and discounts, since the Ist of December (two 
months) of $1,425,651; an increase of specie of 
$466,712; a diminished circulation of $2,363,043; 
an increase of the canal fund deposites of $356,- 
266; a decrease of the state treasurer’s deposite of 
$66,819; an increase of the U. 8S. deposite of $3,- 
299; and a decrease of individual deposites of $1,- 
150,767. 


[ Albany Argus. 

CoMMONWEALTH BANK, Boston. The inves- 
tigating committee of the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture have at length reported on the condition of the 
Commonwealth bank. They disclose a state of 
things disgraceful and corrupt almost beyond belief, 
and fully establish the heaviest charges that have 
ever been made against the persons implicated in 
the transactions of the bank. The loans to four or 
five individuals only, exceed the whole capital stock 
of the bank , " n ” 3 
+ + + * + * + 

The manner in which the poor pensioners and 
fishermen were defrauded of their dues is now fully 
explained. The reportshows that the bank receiv- 
ed in January last $14,022 in treasury notes, part 
of which were sold for account of the bank. Another 
batch of treasury notes amounting to $85,200 was 
received soon after, and these too were sold. Trea- 
sury notes at that time were at a premium in Bos- 
ton—these notes were sold—the premium pocketed 
by the bank or somebody else, and the fishermen 
and pensioners paid in the worthless rags of the 
bank. Only two or three days before the bank fail- 
ed, these claimants on the government were refus- 
ed specie or treasury notes, and forced to take the 
bank bills, when the collector, who paid them out 
must have known that the bank must fail. The 
affairs of the bank appearto have been managed by 
three of the directors, who managed to use up all 
the funds and defraud the public of an immense 
sum of money. 

The amount due to the government from the bank 
is $337,625 29, as security tor parts of which the 
district attorney, who was also a director, holds 
the notes of several of the other directors to the 
amount of $42,420. The total liabilities of the 
bank are $1,149,200. The circulation in post 
notes and bank bills is $370,452. The assets are, 
specie, $29,684. Stocks—most of which are 
valueless—$#23,456. Balance due from city and 
Middlesex banks, the last broken, $145,256,— 
from other banks, $30,000. Due from directors 
$630, 233,—and from various individuals ard com- 

anies, most 6f whom have failed about $859,000. 

t should be borne in mind that the individuals, 
who have so grossly defrauded the community and 
the government, and squandered the money of in- 
nocent stockholders, and wronged the needy pen- 
sioners and fishermen of the bounty of the govern. 
ment are the particular friends of the administration 
in Massachusetts. 

The Boston papers state that Joshua Dunham and 
five others, directors of the Franklin bank, have 
been indicted by the grand jury for official misde- 


;meanor and criminal neglect of duty. They were 


arrested and held to bail in the sum of $2,000 each. 
These banks found their ruin in becoming the 
dupes of the government in receiving the deposites 
that were unjustly wrested from the United States 
bank. [N. Y. Express. 

FLOUR IN BALTIMORE. The inspections of flour 
in Baltimore, in the several quarters of 1837, were 
as follow: 








wheat. flour. rye flour. corn. meal. 

1837 bbis. hf. bbls. bbls. hhds. bbls. 
Ist quarter 94,954 3,157 4,614 217 1198 
2d_ do. 81,622 2,093 4,184 160 2107 
8d do. 100,808 4,984 1,751 3845 2111 
4th do. 114,292 4,543 5,328 268 2957 
Total, 391,676 14,777 15,877 800 8373 


We subjoin the inspections for the preceding 
seven years: 


Inspection of wheat flour in Baltimore. 


Years. bbls. half bbls. total in bbls. 
1830, 587,875 19,859 597,804 
1831, §44,373 21,537 555,141 
1832, 518,674 17,544 527,446 
1833, 524,620 18,072 533,656 
1834, 480,733 17,261 489,365 
1835, 516,600 21,333 527,266 
1836, 393,924 13,593 400,720 


IMPORTS OF IRON. We copy the following com- 
parative statement of importations from Great Bri- 
tain into the United States, for the months of Oc- 
tober 1836 and 1837. It shows a great falling off 


for 1837. 

1836, 1837. 
Bar iron, tons, 1489 181 
Hoop do. 89 20 
Pig do. 788 188 
Sheet do. 457 163 
Hardware and hollow ware £85,553 11,210 
Rail road iron tons, 1669 65 
Linens—packages, 2792 262 
Cottons, do. 2228 344 
Coal, tons, 3050 1341 
Carpeting—bales, 167 8 





WONDERFUL EFFECTS OF THE WESTERN RAIL 
ROAD IN CASE OF WAR. This great state rail road 
with its numerous branches, will, in case of war, 
enable us to concentrate, as if by enchantment, the 
whole force of the state, and of the neighboring 
states, and even the force of distant states, upon 
any part of the territory of Massachusetts. In con- 
nection with a steam-battery, playing inside of 
cape Cod, and another steam-battery in Narragan- 
sett bay, the waters of Massachussets and the lands 
of Massachusetts will then present the defeat of an 
enemy as the inevitable result of any attack. ‘This 
will be so clear to the eye of any military or naval 
commander, as to amount to an absolute order by 
such commander, to himself, not to attack a people, 
thus made impregnable, by the mighty power of 
steam, to the mighty power of the mind. 

In time of profound peace, it is the part of wis- 
dom to place the state in readiness to disarm war of 
its power of mischief. It is never worth while to 
lull ourselves into a false security—more especially 
while the sceptre of the most formidable naval pow- 
er is held by a woman, who, in the freaks of love, 
may, perchance, bestow her affections upon some 
ambitious Cesar, or on some mischievous man and 
irresponsible favorite. History is full of warnings, 
to this purpose. And we have, moreover, on our 
very frontiers, both in Texas and in the Canadas, a 
inagazine of powder, to which the indescretion of 
our own or their citizens may yet apply the match 
at any moment. 

During the war of 1812, cotton was 6 cénts per 
pound in New Orleans, and 40 cents in Massachu- 
setts. Louisiana sugar was worth 3 cents in New 
Orleans, and 30 cents in Boston. Flour, then worth 
$2 a barrel in the western country, did sell for $16 
in Massachusetts. Make the western rail road, and 
1 a 2 cents per pound, for the expense of transpor- 
tation, will give you the command of all the pro- 
ducts of the west and of the south west, and the 
enjoyment of them just as much in time of war, as 
if it were a time of profound peace—and the seven- 


market, than in time of uninterrupted peace. And 
our bay fisheries will still enable us (although we 


people with fresh and salted and pickled fish, to 
the amount of many millions of dollars. 

During the war of 1812, our whole sea coast was 
held in continual terror. Adopt the present plan 
and the security of Massachusetts will be complete, 





with out any cost of blood or treasury. 


ty millions annual amount of the manufactures of 
this state will find in the great west even a better 


be at war) to supply upwards of six millions of 
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PRICE OF FLOUR AT THE LATES 


T DATE: 
New York city - - $8 25 he F 
Houston (Texas) - - 30004 . 


Apalachicola, Florida - 11 25 @ 32 59 


St.Josephs (western) - 12 00 a 15 09 
Do. - (northern) - 14 00 a 45 00 
New Orleans - - - 6 50a 675 
Mobile : — 
Savannah, Geo. - i ie. 
Columbus (western ) - 1100 a 12 00 
Do. - (northern) - 14 00 a 15 99 
Charleston - - - 1000 ¢@~ 
Fayetteville, NC. - - 500a 700 
Wilmington, N.C. - - 10 00 a 11 59 
Elizabeth city - - 11 00 @ 12 09 
Louisville, Ky. - - 5 5a 609 
St. Louis ‘ - - - 8 00a §8 5 
Cincinnati - - - 500a 595 
Cleveland, Ohio, - - 575 a 600 
Chilicothe - - - 500a 525 
Dayton - . - 4504 4 69 
Lynchburg . - - 5 50a 6 Ow 
Fredericksburg - - Tl2a 72 
Norfolk, Va. - - - 8 00a 8 25 
Petersburg ~ - - 7T750a 8 
Richmond - - - 8 25a 9 09 
Pittsburg - - - ——8 § 00 
Troy, N.Y. - - - 8 2a sy 50 
Detroit, Mich. - - 9 50 a 10 00 
Baltimore - - - 8 00a 9 00 
Erie, Pa. - - - 800a—~— — 
Philadelphia - - - 75a 7% 
Alexandria - - - 7 50a 8 00 
Wilmington Del. - - ——a@a 775 
Halifax, N. 8. . - 10 00 u 1) 00 
Boston - - - 8 37a 8 50 
Poitland, Me. - - 800a 8 37 





THE sUPPLY oF FLOUR. The following aiti- 
cle, from the Louisville advertiser of the 13th inst. 
is not without interest. 

The supply of flour. A business man of this city 
makes the following remarks in reply to a very 
lengthy article that recently appeared in the Balti- 
more American, purporting to be an estimate of 
the quantity of flour on hand in the United States 
on the Ist of January last: 

‘“‘By whatever motive the writer of that state- 
ment may have been influenced, I care not; but | 
will venture to express the opinion that his esti- 
mate is exceedingly incorrect. Even were it 
otherwise, it furnishes no reasonable or secure 
data, on which intelligent dealers would think of 
basing operations. Those who wish to act ona 
satisfactory view of the market for bread stuffs 
will not confine their inquiries to the real or sup- 
posed stock of flouron hand. They will go far- 
ther back and endeavor to ascertain the number of 
bushels of wheat withheld from market by the 
farmers in the regions of country that supply the 
principle depots. 

‘In the statement alluded to, the stock of flour 
in Louisville, on the Ist. ult., was put down at 
4,000 barrels. On that day the writer of this 
knows there were not 1,000 barrels in the place. 
There was scarcely a sufficient quantity to supply 
the immediate local demand, much less a stock for 
exportation. Farmers are as watchful of their 1n- 
terests as any other class of men; and, when they 
find the products of their labor depressed in price. 
they hold them back in order to produce a demand 
for them and thereby obtain enhanced prices. 
Hence, since the fall in the price of flour, our mills 
have not been loaded with grain—the supply has 
been limited, though the crop was ample, and the 
stock in the country is known to be abundant. 

“It is more than probable the recent importa- 
tions of foreign grain into N. York were ordered in 
consequence of such fallacious statements as — 
have just noticed, which are evidently calculated 
to produce erroneous apprehensions of a scarcity 
of flour, and prompt men to engage in ruinous 
speculations.” b 

The foregoing remarks are, we believe, wort Y 
of grave consideration. We are very eonfiden. 
the writer is correct in supposing that the stock 0 
wheat and flour together is abundant. 





Connecticut. The number of banks 1n _ 
state, is thirty-one—besides three brane 
Litchfield county has only a branch of the Phe- 
nix of Hartford—that county never having are 
ed acharter for banking. The banks are divice 
in the different counties as follows: —_ 417 

Hartford county, five—capitals paid in 08, 
680. New Haven county, five—capitals, “7 “ 
920. New London county, ten—capitals, 8, 
531 50. Fairfield county, four—capitals, 


940. Windham county, three—capitals, = 
990. . Middlesex county, three—capitals,, (iy 





[Boston Journal. 





1630. Tolland county, one—capital 
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king capitals in the state $6,744,697 
* pro “a half of which is located in the city 
50— 
of ag 1837, the circulation of all these banks 
as $2 998,325—and if the process of curtailment 
af their circulation has been going on in other parts 
of the state, as it has here, which we suppose is 
the case, the amount of circulation of the Connec- 
‘icut banks will but little, if any, exceed $1,000,- 
ooo. Their specie in March, was over $400,000, 
and the amount when they suspended sponte pay- 
wents must have been greater—probably halt a 
million. So that they now present, taken as a 
body, the highly favorable situation of having about 
one dollar in specie, to every two dollars of bills 
in circulation. Several of them have, it is believ- 
ed, more S ecie in their vaults than they have bills 
in circulation. Some of the banks in this state are 
issuing small bills, under the law passed at the last 
session of the legistature. They are, of course, 
payable on demand in specie. — 
[ Middletown Sentinel. 





j annum, accruing from and after that day, during the 
riod of such suspension: Provided, however, that 
if the principal banks in New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore shall not have resumed specie pay- 
ments before the date aforesaid, the legislature 
pledges itself to remit the forfeiture aforesaid. 





MAIL RoBBERIES—Arresis. We learn from the 
Cincinnati Republican that the great northern mail, 
from Columbus to Toledo, was rubbed, it is suppos- 
ed, near Lyme, Huron county, Ohio. Both the 
mail-bags were cut open. The amount of loss sus- 
tained has net yet been ascertained. Upon the 
arrival of the mail at Lyme onthe Ist inst., 
the postmaster of that office, (Mr. Lyman Strong, ) 
with great promptitude, instituted an investi- 
gation, and strong suspicions resting upon a 
man named Houck, who was a passenger in the 
stage, he forthwith went in pursuit of him. He 
overtook and arrested him at Granville, and brought 
| him to Columbus on the morning of the 4th inst., 
where he was fully committed for trial. 





On the 26th ult., the postmaster of Kingsville, 


An official document recently transmitted to con- . Ashtabula county, Ohio (Stephen Munger,) and 
gress from the treasury department, contains the |his son, Harrison Munger, were arrested by Mr. 
following list of present deposite banks, and the |James Brown, one of the agents of the post office 
amounts on deposit to the credits of the treasurer, :department, on suspieion of robbing from the mail. 


in cash, by the last returns: 

People’s bank, Nov. 35, 1837, 

Brooklyn bank, Nov. 25, 1837, 

Planter’s bank of Georgia, November 
22, 1837, 

Insurance bank of Columbus, 

Louisville savings institution, Nov. 


$,526 76 
84,154 52 


29,375 00 


25, 1837, 20.495 48 
Bank of the state of Missouri, Nov. 
18, 1837, 167,382 79 


INDIAN POPULATION. It appears from a com- 
munication of quarter master general Cross, made to 
the war department, and now receatiy published, 
that the number of Indians east of the Mississippi, 





is 47,365 
Number of Indians who have emigrated 
from east to west side, 51,327 
Number of indigenous tribes, 231,806 
Aggregate, 332,498 


Itis estimated by Mr Harris, the Indian com- 
missioner, that these Indians can bring into the 
field rising sixty-six thousand warriors, that is, 
when emigration is completed, and they choose to 
coalesce. 

To resist such a coalition, general Cross thinks a 
force of 7,000 men would be necessary on the west- 
ern frontier, distributed thus: 


Fort Snelling, 300 men. 
Fort Crawford, 300 do. 
Upper forks of the Des Moines, 400 do. 
Fort Leavenworth, 1200 do 
Fort Gibson, 1500 do. 
Fort Towson, 800 do. 


The 8 posts of refuge proposed, 890 do. 
The protection of the 4 depots, 200 do. 
Jef. barracks as a corps of reserve, 1000 do. 


a 


Total, 7,000 men. 





Tue Virginia BANKs. The Richmond Whiz 
Says that the committee of the legislature of Vir. 
a appointed to investigate the affairs of the 
anks of that state, have reported that the banks 
are undoubtedly solvent, and accompanied their re- 
port with a bill for the relief of those institutions. 
si following is the substance of the bill. 
eistastte provides for repealing so much of the 
of fe taste as operate a forfeiture of the charters 
3 anks for failing to redeem their notes in 
ssid * and so much of the same law as requires 
a —— to pay higher damages or rate of inte- 

It an six per cent. for such failure. 

We remits any forfeiture which may have 
the b ready incurred, and renews the charters of 

* Danks in all respects—reserving to the general 


as 
vision the right to re-enact the suspended pro- 


exitth notes of the banks to be continued to be re- 
ites oft payment of public dues; and the depos- 
bank of V3 revenue to be made as heretofore, in the 
The a br peta the Farmers’ bank of Virginia. 
pe hi: > hi of the issue of notes under $10 
enomination te mt notes to be issued under the 
Oe i Danks to make no dividend after a fixed day, 
they fail'te ce payment be resumed by them; and if 
damage rd pay specie thereafter, then ten per cent. 
, he 0 be imposed and recovered. 

umes urther provided, that if the banks do re- 
forfeit ear payment after the day fixed, they shall 
amount nd pay to the literary fund, the whole 
of profits over and above five per cent. per 


They were committed, and will receive their trial at 
the next session of the U. S. Court to be held in 
Columbus, in May next. 

It is stated that ten persons including those men- 
tioned above have been arrested in Ohio alone, 
within the last two months, for depredations on the 
mails.—. Alexandria Gazette.. 





From Perv. The following is an extract from 
a letter received by a gentleman in Salem, ( Mass.) 
dated ‘Lima, Oct. 5, 1837: We have just received 
information that the long talked of expedition from 
Chili is on our coast. It sailed from Velocnaion on 
the 16th ultimo—3400 men, 700 horses, and 24 
transports. A more foolish and hopeless expedi- 
tion was never fitted out. It must end in ruin to 
Chili, and cause great distress to Peru. On the 
24th ult. 18 of the vessels were seen in front of 
Arica. No attempt was made to land. Peru has 
from 10 to 12,000 troops, and so stationed that 
5000 men can be united at any point on the coast 
in ten days, We have within ten leagues of Lima, 
4000 good troops, and they could at any time be 


brought tothe city in six hours. I have no fears 
for the capital.” 


From Port-au-Prince. Capt. St. John, of the 
brig Panope, at New Yorkin 10 days from Port- 
au-Prince, informs the editors of the Journal of 
Commerce that the French fleet had not yet ar- 
rived, but was momentarily expected. A French 
brig of war entered the port the same morning that 
the Panope came out. Also, the United States 
corvette Boston. The object of the French fleet is 
to enforce the fulfilment of the treaty of indemity, 
which the Haytiens, after paying one or two instal- 
ments, have found too onerous for their comfort. 

LIBERATION OF MR. GREELY. We stated in 
the last “ReaisTer” that Mr. Greeley had been 
liberated. Gov. Kent, of Maine, has communica- 
ted to the legislature, the following, as the official 
account of his (Greeley’s) liberation, which was 
brought about by the intercession or remonstrance 
of Mr. Stephenson, at the court of St. James. 


To Edward W. Miller, esq. high sheriff of the 
county of York, and keeper of the jail of the 
said county. 

Whereas, Ebenezer S. Greeley, a foreigner and 
citizen of the United States of America, stands 
committed to your custody by my warrant, bear- 
ing date the sixth day of September, 1837, as the 
agent of a foreign state, in committing an act of 
aggression on a part of the territory in the pos- 
session and under the jurisdiction and government 
of this province, and the said Greely by my said 
warrant was so committed until the further order 
of the lieutenant governor or commander-in chief’ 
of this province for the time being, should be given 
according to her majesty’s pleasure; and whereas 
it having been made to appear to me that the offence 
for which the said Greeley was so committed will 
no longer be persisted in: these are to charge, au- 
thorise, and command you, the said Miller, as such 
hich sheriff and keeper of the gaol of the said 
county of York, forthwith to discharge him, the 
said Greeley, out of your custody. 

Wo. F. ODELL. 

T herewith communicate for your consideration, 

a letter received from E. 8. Greeley, and also a 





copy of the order of his discharge, as certified by 
him. This language of the lieutenant governor in 


relation to the possession, jurisdiction, and govern- 
ment of the disputed territory by New Brunswick, 
is not perhaps otherwise important than as addi- 
tional evidence that absolute and exclusive juris- 
diction is elaimed and insisted on. I will only 
add, that no communication from me, or any action 
of the executive department authorized the ex- 
ression, ‘that the offence for which the said Gree- 
ey was so committed, will no longer be persisted 
in.” E. Kenr. 
SURRENDER OF THE BAMBERS. We regret to 
hear that governor Marey has concluded to surren- 
der to the British government the two men, father 
and son, charged with having fired a gun in the posse 
in Ireland on a collection for rent, in which a ser- 
geant of police was killed. We are quite sure that 
this result creates regret even among the British 
agents in this city, whose duty it was to claim the 
surrender, but whe never believed that it would or 
could be done. We ask for the law, for the trea- 
ty, for the power which induced governor Marcy 
to give up to the British authorities two persons 
who had resided here nearly ten years! We know 
that there is an understanding between the authori- 
ties of Canada and this state to deliver fugitives 
from justice reciprocally; this is proper, because a 
mere boundary fine divides us, but are we bound 
by any consideration of duty, by our laws, by the 
spirit of the government, to surrender Irishmen 
who, from the unhappy disputes in thet oppressed 


refuge here? 

It will be recollected that the old man and his 
sons were defending their house which was as- 
sailed by an armed posse, and that he did not fire 
the gun which killed the police man, if he fired it 
at all, until one of his sons was killed at his side 
from a shot without. Sinee their arrival in this 
city, their conduct has been that of quiet indus- 
trious men. Nothing appears against them here, 
and they are Sines tm from this free country to 
be tried and probably suffer death for this unfortu- 
nate aet of self defence. 

At all events we hope a petition will be got up 
addressed to the British government and signed by 
the citizens of this city, recommending them to 
mercy, which, we are sure, the American minister 
in London will take pleasure to present to the 
queen; and we further trust that no Ameriean ship 
will consent to take out these unfortunate prison- 
ers. ‘These are not the days of prison ships in our 
borders.—N. Y. Star. 

AMERICAN GIPSIES. Gipsies are known in all 
countries in Europe—an idle vagabond race, with- 
out settled homes, living by theft, beggary, and 
fortune telling, and the mending of pots and ket- 
tles. They are of uncertain origin, but show the 
same characteristic marks, wherever they are found. 
No attempts have hitherto succeeded in reducing 
the gipsies of Europe to the habits of civilized life. 
It has been supposed that none of this singular race 
exist in America, where, in our woods and wilder- 
ness, their wandering propensities might have had 
double space for exercise. Yet, in fact, there is 
a colony of gipsies, who were brought to America 
by the French, in early times, and, whose posterity 
now live and flourish on the shores of Biloxibay, 
in Louisiana. A philosopher, contemplating the 
points of similarity between the European gipsy 
and the American Indian, both untameable—one 
the wild man of civilized countries, and the other 
of the forest—might have imagined that the two 
races would at once have mingled, and the gipsy 
have found a home in the Indian wigwam. On 
the contrary, ever since their settlement on this 
side of the Atlantic, gipsies appear to have thrown 
off their hereditary characteristics. No difference 
can be perceived between them and other descend- 
ants of French colonists, except in personal ap- 
pearance; their complexion is much darker, and 
their hair is coarse and straight. They still call 
themselves gipsies or Egyptians, but are indus- 
trious, orderly in their habits, and retain nothing 
of their ancestry, except the name. 

AN UNENVIABLE SITUATION. On Thursday 
morning last, soon after two masons had gained 
the top of the chimney, (upwards of 60 yards 
high,) now being finished at the new saw-mill, by 
some misfortune the ropes connected with the 
blocks by which the materials were raised to the 
workmen, broke; and as it was only by the same 
rope that the workmen could be enabled to descend 
from this perilous eminence, it will be easily con- 
ceived that their situation was by no means an en- 
viable one. Various means were attempted to get 
a line within their reach, by the help of a kite, 





and by other plans. At length 3 o’clock in the af- 
ternoon had arrived, and the three poor fellows 
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OHIO COMMON SCHOOLS. 
with a copy of the first annual report of the super- 
intendent of these schools, which we find upon 
examination, to be a very able and satifactory do- 
The legal foundation of common schools 
in this state is laid in the ordinance of congress 
providing for the government of the northwestern 
territory, of which Ohio formed a part, in the third 
article of which are these words: ‘Religion, mo- 
rality, and knowledge, being necessary to good go- 
vernment andthe happiness of mankind, schools, 
and the means of education shail forever be en- 
The bill of rights, in the constitution 
But 


soine have done so. 
these means been extensively established. 

No correct idea can be given of the system of in- 
struction adopted, every variety, from the best to 
the worst, being found in them. 
every where made that good teachers cannot be | of those charters the object of pursuit is desig- 
obtained. The truth is, that teachers, as well) nated to be gold, in others copper; while in many 
as others, will generally be governed by self-inter- | . 
est, and, unless their emoluments bear some propor- 
tion to the talents and labor required, suitable, | with a right to increase it to 30,000,000 dollars and 
qualified teachers need not be expected. The|to hold land amounting in the whole to 197,000 
schools (says the superintendent) must furnish _acres—a territory larger than either of several of 
permanent employment to their teachers, and pro- | of our smallest counties.” 
per salaries be provided for them, and then there 
will be no difficulty in obtaining suitable charac- 
s Convenient school-houses 
and both male ard female teachers must be every 
where provided, so that every child, whether rich 


ters to fill these trusts. 


Well, 


[ Preston, Eng. Pilot. 








canals in the state besides the Erie 
and Champlain, are the Oswego, the Cayuga and 
Seneca, the Chemung, the Crooked Lake, and the 
All these, as well as the Erie and 
Champlain, are included in the columns of “total.” 





of the state, carries out the same sentiment. 
congress laid the foundation of these schools in the | 
soil itself, by consecraling one-thirty-sixth part of | 
it forever, to their support. — 
state, assessing a school-tax in 1825, is generally 
considered as the commencement of the system. 
The tax, which was at first but half a million the 
dollar, has gradually risen to amill anda half, and 
power is given to increase it by townships, and 
Common schools have by 


STATEMENT of the amount of tolls received on 
the several canals of New York, in each year, from 
the Ist day of January, 1820, to the Ist day of 


until | tendent’s report, shows that, for the 

et a length sufficient to reach the earth, then | Oct. 25, 1837, Ohio had in operation 4,336 pub- 

to it to sink it here.” The man|lic common schools, and 2,175 private, and that 

obeyed the oracle, as many have done, and in a|the former were attended b 

; short time he had a length of worsted long enough 

to reach the ground, which he let down. 

the next business was to tie the worsted to a thin 

cord, which the men drew up, and the original 

rope for the block having been fastened to the 

cord, it was also drawn up, and by the men so ad- 

justed as to enable them with safety to descend to 

We are sure that great credit is due 

> to the woman for the way in which she improved 

a lucky thought, and those persons who may per- 

if chance be subjected to a similar disaster to the one 

rin oe which befell these three men, should take care 

Th i» above all things never to forget the value of knit 
ia stockings in such an emergency. 





| 





Years. Erie and Champlaincanals. — Total.* 
1820, 5,437 34 5,437 34 
1821, 14,388 47 14,388 47 
1822, 64,072 40 64,072 40 
1825, 152,958 33 152,958 33 
1824, 340,761 07 340,761 07 
1825, 566,112 97 566,112 97 
1826, 762,003 69 762,003 60 
1827, 859,058 438 859,058 45 
1828, 835,407 28 835,444 65 
1829, 795,054 52 813,137 45 
1830, 1,032,599 13 1,056,822 12 
1831, 1,194,610 40 1,223,801 98 
1832, 1,195,804 23 1,229,483 47 
1833, 1,422,695 22 1,463,715 22 
1834, 1,294,649 66 1,339,799 56 
1835, 1,492,811 59 1,548,972 39 
1836, 1,556,269 37 1,614,680 38 
1837, 1,239,052 49 1,293,129 80 
$14,823,746 64 $15,191,879 68 


{ Eds. Jour. Com. 


We have been favored 


and the latter by 42,557. That the number of their 


school houses is 4,378, and their value is estimated 
at $513,973. 
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were still roosting at their iawful elevation, when | is no doubt; but ought it not to be effected at any | 
a distressed woman, wife to one of the unfortu- | cost? 
nates, had the joyful felicity to remember that her | must be powerful, simultaneous, and worthy of a 
husband had on a new pair of knit stockings. | great state. 

‘Use your knife,” she cried out, ‘‘and cut off the 
toe of your stocking, continue the ravelling 


No half-way measures will do; the effort 


A tabular statement appended to the superin- 
year ending 


107,845 scholars, 


{Nat. Intelligencer. 








MAINE STATE PRISON. The whole number of 


convicts in the state prison at Thomaston is 77—of 


whom, 17 are employed in the lime quarry, and 44 
in shoemaking. The granite business has been 


anew method introduced by the warden. In con- 
sequence of the small demand for lime, and its low 
price at the present time, the kiln was not put into 
operation until late in August. The business was 
then contiuued for about four months, by the pro- 
cess called the perpetual kiln, and in that period 
4800 casks of lime were made. Hard coal is used 
in the process. All the labor, including the manu- 
facture of the casks, is performed by the convicts, 
assisted only by an overseer in each department. 
The warden, Mr. O’Brien, in this respect, suggests 
the following improvements in the method of carry- 
ing on the business: 

One method for obtaining an additional advan- 
tage might be to erect kilns on the side of the quarry 
near the prison buildings, and to secure the heat 
which passes off from the kilns, and conduct it by 
means of pipes to warm the cells and work shops; 
it might also be applied to the purposes of cooking. 


fuel. Another plan would be to erect kilns, at 
the prison wharf. Then by removing the surplus 


lime rock, within a few rods of the wharf, a gentle 
slope would be formed, on which the gravity of a 
loaded car, moving from the quarry to the kilns, 
would return the light one back from the kilns to 
the quarry. The coal for burning could be landed 
from the vessel on the wharf, and the lime would 
be already on the wharf as it came out of the kiln. 
This business, when under way, and ‘properly mzn- 
aged, would save all the expense of team labor. 
{Boston Gazeite. 





JAMES GARNETT, esq. of Essex county, Vir- 


president of the agricultural society of Fredericks- 
burg, thus speaks of the passion for digging gold: 
“This disemboweling passion has produced re 
sults, at least in regard to the precions metals, 
which, I venture to say, will greatly astonish all 
who are not apprised of the facts which I am now 
about to disclose toyou. I give the statement from 
the sessions acts since 1832, having procured it 
from our first anditor’s office. It is a most curious 
but painful disclosure, and one which I would wil- 
lingly avoid, were it not for my thorough convic- 
tion that it may not only prove a very instructive 
lesson to all who will read it right, but will convince 
our agricultural brethren, to a man, that our legis- 
ture, for the last five years, not content utterly 
to neglect agriculture, have actually (I will not say 

















The first law of the 
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best interests. The effect has been produced by 
their holding out the strongest, most alluring temp- 
tations tho draw from her much of te capital she 
so greatly needs, and to divert it to the most wild 
and hazardons speculations, thereby powerfully ex- 
citing that passion for inordinate gain, which is 
always sufficiently rash and pernicious of itself, 
without legislative encouragement to stimulate its 
mischevious action. This our law-makers have 
done to a fatel extent, by charter'ng, since 1832, 
no less than seventy mining companies, thirty- 
seven of which were incorporated from the 13th 
of last January to the 30th of March!! In several 


of them the metallic character is not mentioned at 
all. Their aggregate capital is 5,795,043 dollars, 





THE NEW RECORDER. It wasannounced in the 
court of sessions on Saturday, that Robert H. Mor- 


Such an arrangement would affect the saving of 


earth which covers an inexhaustible quantity of 


ginia, a gentleman who has been for many years | 


intentionally) been busily engaged during a part of 
each session in passing laws highly injurious to her 











LATEST FROM FLORIDA. 
We have been favored with the perusal of 
from Florida of the eighth and ninth of the p 
month, from an officer engaged in the arduo 
vice of that region, 

This gentleman writes at a spot about twenty 
miles south of Fort Jupiter. He describes a digi. 
cult march through briars, thick bearded saw erase 
(which is strong, and from its name, cuts badly), j, 
black mud up to the waist, and crossed where mg 
Indians might defy a hundred of the best troops j) 
the world, from the peculiar situation of the coun. 
try. He states that, at the solicitation of a nepyo 
prisoner, a talk was had with the Indians. “When 
the advanced guard had marched very near the Ip. 
dians, we found them as they always are, with thej- 
rifles cocked, to fire upon us. When this negi 


letters 
resent 
US Ser. 


discontinued, and the lime making substituted, by *found them, by a very different trail, the Indian, 
told him (whom at first they were for killing) that js 


he was going to do good, he must stop the army, 
and they would then believe him. On his making 
his appearance the advanced guard, as also the ba!. 
ance of the army, halted, and general Jesup, with 
several officers, visited, or rather met the Indiang. 
They being young warriors commanded by Hadjo, 
and merely ascouting party, stated that they were 
tired of the war, but could not make any terms, as 
the chiefs were not there. They requested unt}! 
12 o’clock today, (the 8th), when they would again 
see the general and have a talk; and, while I am 
writing general Jesup, with several officers, anda 
force at hand sufficient to guard against stratagem 
and surprise are now, in council about half a mile 
off and I hope something may be done to put an 
end to this almost interminable war—interminable, 
I say, because, the Almighty has placed these sava- 
ges in a country inhabitable only by themselves, 
and where Xenophon’s army could not displace 
them, so long as they choose to remain. They 
have fastnesses and hiding places, where they lie in 
ambush, wait until we come up fire upon the ad- 
vance, kill and wound and then run off.” 

The writer says there is but one opinion as to the 
policy of permitting the Indians to remain. He 
passes a high compliment upon general Jesup, 
who, he says, has done every thing that man could 
have done. He adds, “it would have filled your 
bosom with pleasure to have seen on the day of the 
battle, (at Locna Hatchee), these men charge the 
hammock and swiin the creek, in the face of the 
enemy hid behind their trees, and amidst their fires 
and savage yells. Col. Z. Taylor penetrated to the 
west as far as possible but on account of the coun- 
try has been compelled to fall back. and is now, [ 
believe, at Fort Brooke or Bassinger. An express 
received last night informs us that one hundred and 
thirty, including negroes, men, women and chil- 
dren, have gone into him. Among them were lor- 
ty-six men who bore arms.” . 

“The clouds are gathering and indicate rail, 
which, should it come will put an end to this cam- 
paign; for the ground where I am_ now silttins 
would, with six hours rain, be overflowed some 
inches deep.” . 

“7 o’clock P.M. The general and other olll- 
cers have returned from the council, accompanes 
by Hadjo (a cosiderable character) and eight other 
Seminoles. They bey to be permitted to regains 
small portion of the country. They say it is tel’ 
home—tbe home of their fathers; that they wer 
born here, and love the country, and would net 
leave it. The general has consented that they sha" 
remain until they hear from Washington. _ They 
say they ure tired of fighting; they dont wish © 
hurt the white man, nor trouble any thing belong: 
ing to him. In my opinion, they can be mace 
useful allies, instead of a daring foe, and woe 0° 
cupy a portion of country uninhabitable by oe 
men, unless possibly some more degenerate than 
the untutored savage. These Indians are Ver) 
timid and suspicious for they have been roe 
many falsehoods, by mischievous persons, that tt 
are very distrustful. They are not restrained, on 
permitted to go out again. Two of them oe ioe 
our camp to night from choice. They did not - 5 
in their arms. To-morrow they will have anol 
talk, when something more will be ascertainc™ 
Tustogee, who commanded on the 24th ult, a 
here at the talk, and will probably come in to-m° 
row.” 

A letter of the 9th says: 
returned from the council, 


«The general has just 


and the Indians have 
they hor 





} 
country. 
‘anal still express my opninon 


agreed to come in-and go to the west, but 


‘the president will permit them to remain ’ Z 
They will come to the Locha Hatchee, 


that the policy ol 


, : : re- 
ris. esq. has been appointed successor to the pre-| the governinent ought to be to permit them to 


sent recorder of this city, the hon. Richard Riker, | main. 
or poor, shall be freely educated on equal terms, | whose term of office is on the eve of expiring 
and neither expense nor labor be spared to effect 


the object. That the system will be costly, there | three years.— NV. Y. Jour. Com. 


is that the rest of the Indians 


i 1 Vnig- 
come in.” [ Richmond Wuig 


Our portion of the army will go westwar'y 
.|and co-operate with some other division; 
Mr. Riker has held the station for nearly twenty- | the probability, 


thous" 
ill 


pan ae en tee 





letters CILLEY. | by your note of yesterday you have refused to de- ip 10 o’clock, a.m. 
present From the Globe of Monday evening, the 26th ult. | cline on grounds which would exonerate me from) SIR: 1 have called at this place, in conformity 
ous 8 ‘ STATEMENT. all responsibility growing out of the affair, if am | with your note of this morbing, to inform you that 
7 met tee left no other alternative but to ask that satisfaction Mr. Graves has not as yet been able to procure a 
Saee Washington city, D. C. which is recognised among gentlemen. My friend, rifle and put it in order, and cannot be ready by 12 
* dif, February 26th, 1838. | hon. Henry a Wise, is authorised by me to make | © clock, m,. to-day. He is desirous, however, to 
W grass The following is a statement of the facts of the the arrangements suitable to the occasion. have the meeting to-day, if possible, and I will in- 
dly), in duel between the honorable Wm. J. Graves, ol Your vbedient servant, forin baat by half past - ? clock, y- to-day what 
here ten Kentucky, and the honorable Jonathan Cilley, of W. J. Graves. time to procure and prepare a weapon he will re- 
OOps in Maine, as agreed upon by George W. Joues, and ar gh eA boty zs quire. Vv Re 
i coun. Henry A. Wise, the seconds of the parties, com- Mr. Wise states that e presented the foregoing | ery respec +h re. 
a negio mitted to writing between the hours of 103 o’clock, challenge to Mr. Cilley, in the parlor at Mr. Ht G W. J es ot eee 
“When a, m. February 25th, ant rs ig m. this ams i al pty nag pe ae before 12| fron. George W. Jones 
, : ose, first, to state the correspond- »m. ay, th wr : 
re. pi nn Ss. 4 a ofire tis ocraanang and| In addition to the foregoing correspondence, the Afterwards, Mr. Jones left at Mr. Wise’s room 
a titer ‘hich was communicated through others than | S€conds propose to relate only such facts and cir- | the following note, to wit: — 
ae i themselves; neither second having borne any paper , Cumstances as occurred within their joint know- Washington, 104 a. m. ’ 
2) that if or message, verbal or written, to or from either of | ledge, after their own participation in the melan- ate pre: yeas ed 24th, 1838 ) 
le army, the principals, until Mr. Wise bore the challenge choly affair, Ye sie our note dated at 10 o’clock to-day is re- : 
making and Mr. Jones bore the acceptance. This corres- On the evening of the 23d instant, about the eo ay : | 
the bal- jondence, as it has been placed in the hands of the | hour of 5 o’clock, p. m. Mr. Jones, the second of| | An reply, | have the pleasure to inform you that -t 
up, with Pconds, is as follows, to wit: Mr. Cilley, delivered to Mr. Graves, in the room I have in my possession an excellent rifle, in good i 
Indians. . ee of Mr. Wise, and in his presence, the following | order, which is at the service of Mr. Graves, bit 
y Hadio, Mr. Graves to Mr. Cilley. note, which was the first paper borne by Mr. Jones, Very respectfully, &c. ae 
ey were House of representatives, to wit: fins % Gro. W. Jones. : 
¥ Og February 20, 1838. Washington city, 23d Feb. 1838. | Hon. Henry 4. Wise. | 
ted until In the interview which I had with you this morn. | Hon. WW. J. Graves: : ¥e oii, 
id again ing, when you declined receiving from me the note Your note of this morning has been received Afterw ards Mr. Jones sent to Mr. Wise’s rooin 
ile T am of col. J. W. Webb, asking whether you were cor-| My friend, gen. Jones, will “make the arrange- | the following note, to wit: rope 
rs, anda rectly reported in the Globe in what you are there | ments suitable to the CE COmOn, : ob. 2 aeringion. 
lratagem represented to have said of him in this house upon Your ob’t serv’t, : Sir: TI ch th li 3 . 24, 1838, 11 a. yr t 
lf a mile the 12th inst, you will please say whether you did | JONA. CILLEy. D oe “anges me RO penees Of. may Pane, Cast: 
) put an not remark, in substance, that in declining to re-| Immediately upon the presentation of the accept- | “uncan, I now tender to you, for the use of Mr. 
minable, ceive the note, you hoped I would not consider it| ance of the challenge, Mr. Graves retired, leaving | Graves, the rifle referred to in my note of 103, a. 
Se SaVa- in any respect disrespectful to me, and that the| Mr. Jones with Mr. Wise, who submitted to Mr,| ™. this morning. re 
mselves, cround on which you rested your declining to re-| Wise the following propositions for the arrange- Respectfully, ; 
displace ceive the note was distinctly this: that you could | ment of the meeting, to wit: ; Your ob { servant, 
). They not consent to get yourself into personal difficul- | ‘s Washington, Feb 23, 1833. H 7" Gro. W. JoNEs. 
hey lie in ties, with conductors of public journals, for what; 5x: Mr. Cilley proposes to meet Mr. Graves, | 4400. H. A. Wi ig ‘ ‘ 
1 the ad- you might think proper to say in debate upon this | @¢ such place as may be agreed upon between us, And with this note a rifle and powder flask, and 
floor in discharge of your duties as a representative | to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, m. The weapons to be balls vey left at Mr. Wise’s room. 
as to the of the people; and that you did not rest your ob- | used on the occasion shall be rifles; the parties \ After the reception of this nete Irom Mr. Jones, 
ain. He jection, in our interview, upon any personal objec- Placed side to side at eighty yards distance from Mr, Wise called on him, at Dr. Reilly’s, and in- 
1 Jesun, tions to col. Webb as a gentleman. jeach other; to hold the rifles horizontally at arm’s forined Mr. Jones that Mr. Graves had procured a 
repeat Very respectfully, length, downwards; tue rifles to be cocked, and rifle other than that left at his room by Dr. Duncan, 
led your Vour obedient servant. triggers set; the words to be, ‘Gentlemen are you and would be ready for the meeting at 3 o'clock, 
lay of the W.J. Graves. | ready?” After which, neither answering ‘No’’| P- ™. It was then agreed that the parties should 
arge the Hon. Jonathan Cilley. the words shall be, in regular succession, “Fire—| meet at the Anacosta bridge, on the road to Marl- 
ce of the wits one, two, three, four.’ Neither party shall fire borough, in Maryland, between the hours of 13 and 
their fires Mr. Cilley io Mr. Graves. before the word “fire”? nor after the word ‘“four.”’ | 25 o’clock, p. m. and if either got there first he 
ied to the House of representatives, The positions of the parties at the ends of the line | Should wait lor the other, and that they would thence 
the coun- February 21, 1838. | tobe determined by lot. The second of the party proceed out of the district. Accordingly, the par- 
is now, [ The note which you just placed in my hands has | losing the position shall have the giving of the word. | ties met at the bridge, Mr. Cilley and his party ee 
h express been received. In reply, 1 have to state that in| The dress to be ordinary winter clothing, and sub- | Mving there first, and all proceeded, about 2 o’clock, 
ndred and your interview with me this morning, when you | ject to the examination of both parties. Each par- | Pp. i. to the place of meeting. On arriving at the 
and chil- proposed to deliver a communication from col.| ty may have on the ground, besides his second, a place, Mr, Jones and Mr. Wise immediately pro- 
were lor: Webb, of the New York Courier and Enquirer, [| surgeon and two other friends. ‘The seconds, for| ceeded to mark off the ground. hey then de- 
declined to receive it, because I chose to be drawn | the execution of theirrespective trusts, are allowed cided the choice of positions. Mr. Wise won the 
ate rail, into no controversy with him. I neither affirmed | to have a pair of pistols each on the ground, but no position, and consequently Mr. Jones had the giv- 
this cam- or denied any thing in regard to his character; but | other person shall have any weapon. The rifles to| 1ng of the word. At this time Mr. Jones was in- 
w sitting when you remarked that this course oa my part | be loaded in the preserce of the seconds. Should | formed by Mr. Wise that two grater (Mr. Cal- 
‘ed some might place you in an unpleasant situation, I stated; Mr. Graves not be able to procure a Tifle by the hoon of Kentucky and Mr. Hawes of Kentucky) 
to you, and now repeat, that I intended by the re- | time prescribed, time shall be allowed for that pur- | Were at some distance off, spectators, but they should 
her offi- fusal no disrespect to you. | pose. not approach upon the ground, Mr. Jones replied 
-ompaned Very respectfully, Your very obedient servant, that he objected to their coming on the ground, as 
‘oht other Your obedient servant, Geo. W. Jongs. it was against the articles of the meeting, but he 
“regain a Jona. Cittey. | Hon. Henry A. Wise. entertained for them the highest respect. Mr. 
it is theit Hon. W. J. Graves. Wise also informed Mr. Jones that, contrary to the 
hey were en About 9 o’clock, p. m. at Mr. Jones’ room, at| terins, he had brought on the ground two rifles; that 
ould not Mr. Graves to Mr. Cilley, Dowson’s Mr. Wise returned to hin the following | if lie (Mr. Jones) required him to do so, he would 
they shall House of representatives, answer, to wit: immediately send one of them away. Upon Mr. 
n, They : February 22, 1838. Washington, Feb. 23d, 1838. Jones finding that the rifle was unloaded, he con- 
- wish to Sir: Your note of yesterday in reply to mine of| Srr: The terms arranging the meeting between | sented that it should remain in one of the carriages. 
g belong that date js inexplicit, unsatisfactory and insuffi-| Mr. Graves and Mr. Cilley, which you presented | here were, it is proper to remark, several persons 
be made Clent; among other things in this: that, in your de- | to me this evening though unusual and objectiona- | on the ground, ( besides the hack-drivers and the 
would o¢- clining to receive col. Webb’s communication, it| ble, are accepted; with the understanding that the | two gentlemen before mentioned | at a distance, ) 
by white does not discluim any exception to him personally | rifles are to be loaded with a single ball, and that | who were there without the authority or consent of 
rate than as a gentleman. I have, therefore, to inquire | neither party is to raise his weapon from the down- | either party or their friends, as far as is known 
are very whether you declined to receive his communication, on| ward horizontal position until the word “fire.” | either to Mr. Jones or Mr. Wise, and one of these 
on told so the ground of any personal exception to him asagen-| I willinform you. sir, by the hour of 11 o’clock, | persons was supposed to be the owner of the field. 
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pUEL BETWEEN MESSRS. GRAVES AND 











lleman or man of honor? A categorical answer is | 
expected, 


Very respectfully, 
W. J. GRAVEs. 





tion which I bore to you from col. Webb, and as 














a. m. to-morrow, whether Mr. Graves has been | 
able to procure a rifle, and consequently whether | 
he will require a postponement of the time of 
meeting. 





Dr. Reily’s, F street, Feb. 24th, 1838. 


Shortly after the hourof 3 o’clock, p. m. the rifles 
were loaded in the presence of the seconds; the par- 
ties were called together; they were fully instructed 
by Mr. Jones as to their position, and the words 


e another Hon. J. Cilley. ani Your very obedient servant, twice repeated to them, as they would be, and as 
certained. Mr. Cilley to Mr. Graves. | Henry A. Wise. | they were, delivered to them, in the exchange of 
. ult, was House of Representatives, _Hon. Geo. W. Jones. shots. After this they were ordered to their re- 
‘n to-mor February, 22, 1838. | — spective positions, the seconds assumed their places, 

. Sit: Your note of this date has just been placed} About 8 o’clock, a. m. on the 24th inst. Mr.| and the friends accompanying the seconds were 
I has just t my hands, I regret that mine of yesterday was | Jones left at Mr. Wise’s room the following note, | disposed along the line of fire to ubserve that each 
‘ans have hot satisfactory to you, but T cannot admit the right | to wit: ‘obeyed the terms of meeting. Mr. Jones gave 


they hone 
in in this 


°n your part to propound the question to which you | 


ask : . 
isk 4 Categorical answer, and therefore decline any | 


Washington city, D.C. | 
February 24, 1838. 


| the words distinctly, audibly, and in regular succes. 


sion, and the parties exchanged shots without vio- 


further response to it. | §rr: I will receive, at doct. Reily’s on F street, | lating in the least a single instruction. They both 

lany communication you may see proper to make | missed. After which, Mr. Wise called upon the 

hem to Fe- H Jona. Crrrey. | me, until 11 o’clock, a. m. to-day. | friends generally to assemble and to hear what was 

“yard on. WrJ. Graves. Respectfully, ‘to be said. Upon the assembling of the friends, 

sn; though Here follows the first paper borne by Mr. Wise. Your obedient servant. | Mr. Jones inquired of Mr. Wise whether his friend 
Washington city, Feb. 23. 1388. | 


\dians wl! A Gro. W. Jones. | (Mr. Graves) was satisfied? Mr. Wise immedi- 
d Wiig: S you have declined ace: pting- a communica-! Hon. H. 4. Wise. j ately said, in substance: “Mr. Jones, these gentle- 
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men have come here without animosity towards 
each other; they are fighting merely upon a point 
of honor; cannot Mr. Cilley assign some reason for 
not receiving at Mr. Graves’s hands col. Webb’s 
communication, or make some disclaimer which 
will relieve Mr. Graves from his position?’ Mr. 
Jones replied, in substance: ‘Whilst the challenge 
is impending, Mr. Cilley can make no explana- 
tions.” Mr. Wise said, in substance: ‘““The ex- 
change of shots suspends the challenge, and the 
challenge is suspended for the purpose of explana- 
tion.” Mr, Jones thereupon said he would see 
Mr. Cilley, and did goto him. He returned, and 
asked Mr. Wise again: “Mr. Wise, do I under- 
stand aright that the challenge issuspended?” Mr. 
Wise answered: ‘It is.” Mr. Jones was then 
about to proceed, when Mr. Wise suggested that it 
was best, perhaps, to give the explanation or rea- 
son in writing. Mr. Jones then said, in substance: 
«Mr. Wise, if you require me to put what I have 
to say in writing, I shall require you to pnt what 
in have said, or may say, in writing.” Mr. 

ise replied: «Well, let us hear the explanation 
beforehand, as it may not be necessary to put it in 
writing.” Mr. Jones then proceeded, as he now 
thinks, substantially to say: “I am authorized by 
my friend, Mr. Cilley, to say, that in declining to 
receive the note from Mr. Graves, purporting to be 
from col. Webb, he meant no disrespect to Mr. 
Graves, because he entertained for him then, as 
he now does, the highest respect and most kind 
feelings; but that he declined to receive the note, 
because he chose not to be drawn into any contro- 
versy with col. Webb.” Mr. Wise thinks this 
answer to Mr. Jones was, in substance, as follows: 
“I am authorized by my friend Mr. Cilley, to say, 
that in declining to receive the note from Mr. 
Graves, purporting to be from col. Webb, he meant 
no disrespect to Mr. Graves, because he entertain- 
cd for him then, as he does now, the highest respect 
and the most kind feelings; but my friend refuses 
to disclaim disrespect for col. Webb, because he 
does not choose to be drawn into an expression of 
opinion as to him.’? Suchis the substantial ditfer- 
ence now between the two seconds, as to this 
answer of Mr. Jones. The friends on each side, 
with the seconds, then retired from each other to 
consult upon this explanation. After consultation, 
Mr. Wise returned to Mr. Jones, and said: “Mr. 
Jones, this answer leaves Mr. Grawes precisely in 
the position in which he stood when the challenge 
was sent.”” Much conversation then ensued be- 
tween the seconds and their friends, but no nearer 
approach to reconciliation being made, the chal- 
lenge was renewed, and another shot was ex- 
changed in amanner perfectly fair and honorable 
to all parties. After this, the seconds and the 


friends again assembled, and the challenge was. 


again withdrawn, and a very similar conversation 
to that after the first exchange of shots again en- 
sued. Mr. Jones then remarked: “‘“Mr. Wise, my 
friend, in coming to the ground, and exchanging 
shots with Mr. Graves, has shown to the world, 
that in declining to receive the note of col. Webb, 
he did not do so because he dreaded a controversy. 
He has shown himself a brave man, and disposed 
to render satisfaction to Mr. Graves. I do think 
that he has done so, and that the matter should end 
here.” To this, Mr. Wise replied in substance: 
“Mr. Jones, Mr. Cilley has already expressed his 
respect for Mr. Graves in the written correspondence 
and Mr. Graves does not require ef Mr. Cilley a 
certificate of character for col. Webb; be considers 
himself bound not only to preserve the respect due 
to himself, but to defend the honor of his friend, 
col. Webb.”’ These words of Mr. Wise, Mr. 
Jones recollects, and Mr. Wise thinks he added 
the words: “Mr. Graves only insists that he has 
not borne the note of a man who is not a man of 
honor, and not a gentleman.” After much more 
conversation, and ineffectual attempts to adjust the 
matter, the challenge was again renewed; and 
whilst the friends were again loading the rifles 
for the third exchange of shots, Mr. Jones and 
Mr. Wise walked apart, and each proposed to the 
other anxiously to settle the affair. Mr. Wise ask- 
ed Mr. Jones “If Mr. Cilley could not assign the 
reason for declining to receive the note of col. 
Webb, that he (Mr. Cilley) did not hold himself 
accountable to col. Webb for words spoken in de- 
bate?”? Mr, Jones replied that «Mr. Cilley would 
not assign that reason, because he did not wish to 
be understood as expressing the opinion whether 
he was or was not accountable for words spoken in 
debate.”” Mr. Wise then, according to his recol- 
lection, asked Mr. Jones whether “Mr. Cilley 
would not say, that in declining te receive the note 
of col. Webb, he meant no disrespect to Mr. Graves, 
either directly or indirectly?” To which Mr. Jones 
replied in the affirmative, adding, “Mr. Cilley en- 
tertains the highest respect for Mr. Graves, but de- 








clined to receive the note, because he chose to be 
drawn into no controversy with col. Webb. After 
further yaa frre etd conversation, the parties then 
exchanged the third shot, fairly and honorably, as 
in wie | instance. Immediately previous to the 
last exchange of shots, Mr. Wise said to Mr. Jones, 
“If this matter is not terminated this shot, and is 
notsettled; I will propose to shorten the distance.” 
To which Mr. Jones replied, “After this shot, 
without effect, I will entertain the proposition.” 

After Mr. Cilley fell, Mr. Wise, for Mr. Graves, 
expressed a desire to Mr. Jones to see Mr. Cilley. 
Mr, Jones replied to Mr. Wise, «‘My friend is 
dead;”? and went on to Mr. Graves, and told him 
that there was no objection to his request to see 
Mr. Cilley. When Mr. Jones approached Mr. 
Graves, and informed him that his request should 
be granted, Mr. Graves inquired, “How is he?” 
The reply was, “My friend is dead, sir.” Mr. 
Graves then went to his carriage. Mr. Wise in- 
quired of Mr. Jones, before leaving the ground, 
whether he could render any service, and. tendered 
all the aid in his power. r. Wise and Mr. Jones 
concur that there were three shots exchanged. 

Such is the naked statementof all the material 
facts and circumstances attending this unfortunate 
affair of honor, which we make in justice to our 
friends, to ourselves, to all concerned, to the living 
and to the dead; and it is made forthe only purpose 
of allaying excitement in the public mind, and to 
prevent any and all further controversy upon asub- 
ject, which already is full enough of woe. We 
have fully and substantially stated wherein we 
agree and disagree. We cordially agree, at all 
events, in bearing unqualified testimony to the fair 
and honorable manner in which this duel was con- 
ducte?. We endeavored to discharge our duties 
according to that code under which the parties met, 
regulated by magnanimous principles, and the laws 
of humanity. Neither of us has taken the least ex- 
ception to the course of the other; and we sincerely 
hope that here all controversy whatever may cease. 
We especially desire our respective friends to make 
no publication on the subject. None can regret 
the termination of the affair more than ourselves, 
and we hope again that the last of it will be the sig- 
— of our names to this paper, which we now 
affix. 

GEO. W. JONES. 
HENRY A. WISE. 





THE ALTON AFFAIR. 

A brief notice that the Alton trials had resulted 
in the acquittal of all the parties, has been for some 
time travelling the rounds of vur newspaper press. 
These trials involved the riots, arson, and murder 
of last November, at Alton, and such reports as we 
have seen are very perplexed and unsatisfactory. 

In the first case that attracted my attention, it 
appeared that the court disclaimed jurisdiction. 
From what I could collect, the court was a newly 
organized city tribunal, which, with its entire ju- 
risdiction, had been created subsequent to the 
transactions drawn into question before it. Hence 
its disclaimer of jurisdiction. In that case, the 
jury found the defendants gutlty of the facts charged, 
and not guiily for defect of jurisdiction of the court. 
To the profession, generally, this would appear a 
most anomalous proceeding, indicating a mere 
mockery of justice. Whetherthe other cases were 
brought on before the same unauthorized court, or 
whether it was rendered competent to try and pun- 
ish, we are not advised. The parties implicated 
have been subjected to the form of trial, and 
have got the benefits of an acquittal. It is due to 
the country that these trials should be better under- 
stood. 

The Alton Telegraph, edited by J. Baillhache, 
gives us a sketch of the trials which last look place. 


They appear to have been had in the municipal | 


court. The parties who defended the house were 
charged with a riot in one indictment; the assail- 
ants were charged with the same offence, in another 
indictment. 
this latter trial. 

“On the purt of the people, it was proved that 
the press had arrived by steamboat a day or two 
previous to the 7th of November, consigned to Mr. 


A. B. Roff, but was landed at Messrs. Godfrey & | 


Gilman’s warehouse, where it was stored; that said 
warehouse was built by those gentlemen in 1832, 
and has been since that time owned and occupied 
by them, as forwarding and commission merchants; 
that, on the afternoon of November 7, one of the 
defendants had told the witness (H. H. West, esq.) 
that the boys were going to attack the warehouse, 
and that it would either be blown up or burnt, un- 
less the press was given up; and that some of the 
defendants were in a company of about twenty-five, 
that formed a line from a certain grocery, swearing 
that they would have the press at all hazards. It 


! a that two Oe ag 
was also proved that two guns or pistols we 

from the outside of the ielGobinne at those “a 
that showers of stones were discharged against th. 
front of the building, by which the windows wer, 
demolished; that, during the attack, a man named 
Bishop was shot from the inside of the warehouse: 
that some of the defendants were seen carrying 
away his body, observing that one of their men had 
been wounded; that Mr. Gillman addressed the 
crowd from the third story of the building, request. 
ing them to desist, and stating that he was defend. 
ing his 9 mde which he felt it his duty to do at 
the risk of his life; that he was replied to by one of 
the defendants, as spokesman for the rest, who ob. 
served that they were deterermined to destroy the 
press, if it cost them their lives. 

“It was also proved by the mayor and §. w. 
Robbins, a justice of the peace, that they identifieg 
several of the defendants, with arms in their hands 
declaring that they would have the press; that a 
man was seen going towards the warehouse with 
fire in his hands, ert that he would burn 
down the building; that a ladder was set up against 
the side, and the fie actually communicated to the 
roof; that at this time Mr. West went in with the 
mayor to propose a capitulation, by which it was 
stipulated that if those inside would leave the ware. 
house and give up the press, they should not be in. 
jured, and no other property except the press mo- 
lested; that the building was accordingly abandon. 
ed by Mr. Gilman and its other defenders, as the 
only means left them to prevent its destruction, 
and that of their own lives; that they were fired 
upon by some of the crowd as they retreated; that, 
upon their leaving the warehouse, it was imme. 
diately entered by some of the defendants, and 
others; that the press was thrown out and demol- 
ished with a sledgehammer, &c. 

“This constitutes the sum of the evidence on the 
part of the prosecution. On the part of the defend. 
ants it was proven by Mr. Gillman that he was not 
the owners of the press, and had no further interest 
in it than the liability of himself and partner for its 
safe-keeping. After argument by counsel, the case 
was submitted te the jury, who returned a verdict 
of not guilty. 

‘Counsel for the people, *. B. Murdoch, city at- 
tofney, and Alfred Cowles, esqrs.; forthe defence, 


U. F. Linder, esq. attorney general.”— Cincinnati 
Gazelle. 


THE HON. MR. RUGGLES. 

The following is Mr. Jones’ statement of the 
transaction with Mr. Ruggles in relation to his 
patent lock. 

State of New Jersey, Essex county, to wit:—Be 
it remembered that on this tenth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord, 1838, before me, Jacob L. 
Douglass one of the justices of the peace in and 
for the county of Essex aforesaid duly commission- 
ed and sworn and residing at the city of Newark, 
in said county, personally appeared Henry C. 
Jones, of the city of Newark aforesaid, of full age, 
who being by me duly sworn according to law, on 
his oath deposeth and saith: that in the month ol 
January last, he, this deponent, went to the city ol 
Washington, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
sufficiency of the specification, upon which a pa 
tent of a lock for trunks, bags &c. had _ been pre- 
viously granted to this deponent, and of procuring 
anew patent, if the former should prove insufli- 
cient, and also with the view of introducing his 
said lock into more general notice, and of procur- 
ing He adoption by the post office department, |! 

ssible. 

That on or about the 25th January last past, this 
deponent applied to the hon. Henry L. Ellsworth, 








We subjoin the Telegraph sketch of 








commissioner of the patent office, at the patent 
‘office in the city of Washington, and requested his 
opinion as to the sufficiency of the specification 0” 
which his patent had been granted, and was by hi 
referred to Dr. Jones and Mr. Keller, whom he 
fonnd in a private apartment in the patent office, 
known as the secret archives, and also a third pet 
son, then unknown to this deponent. 4 
That the deponent then submitted: his patent we 
specification, to the three persons above mentione®, 
all of whom concurred in deciaring them to be ID 
sufficient; this deponent thereupon inquired for ® 
competent person whom he could procure to draw 
a new and correct specification, when the aug 
above alluded to, and who was then unknown © 
this deponent, offered to draw a new specificaion 
for the deponent, and on this deponent’s enque 
what would be his charge for so doing, answer 
that “he did net know, perhaps nothing; he aye 
see when it was done.” This deponent then ve 
quired for his address, and on its being eT = 
learned, to his surprise, that he was the hon. ran, 
Ruggles, U. 8. senator from Maine. This ied 
ponent by the invitation of Mr. Ruggles; ¢ that 
upon him at his lodgings, on the evening © 
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d also on the evenings of the two succeed- 
day, an ing those interviews had con- 
~~ days, and during those interviews had cc 
o able conversation with Mr. Ruggles respecting 
,* “hea which this deponent had invented, and for 
ich te was desirous to ubtain a new patent. 
In the course of these conversations, Mr. Ruggles 
pote repeatedly and strongly of the great diffi- 
culty of preparing specifications correctly, and of 
the large number of specifications that were incor- 
rectly made, and also observed that he was the 
framer of the present patent law, and could there- 
fore prepare specifications nnder it better than any 

rson. 

sao se the conversation above named, this de- 
onent also expressed his desire to procure the 
adoption of his lock for mail bags, by the post- 
office department, and Mr. Rugyles said he had 
considerable influence with the post office depart- 
ment, and proposed to this deponent, that if this 
deponent would give him an interest in the profits 
arising from the manutacture and sale of the locks, 
he, (Mr. R.) would use his influence to procure 
its adoption by the department. Mr. Ruggles at 
the same time proposed that the assignment of in- 
terest in the lock should be made in the name of 
his (Mr. Ruggles’) brother who lives at Worces- 
ter, Massachusetrs, and requested this deponent 
not to let it be known, that he (Mr. R.) had any 
interest in the lock, as, if known, it might lessen 
his influence in procuring it to be adopted by the 
post office department. This deponent objected to 
making an assignment to Mr. Ruggles’ brother, 
without having seen him, and Mr. Ruggles subse- 
quently, in one of the committee rooms at the capi- 
tol, said that he would take the assignment in his 
own name. 

Several days having elapsed after Mr. Ruggles 
had undertaken to prepare the specification, and 
this deponent being desirous to return home, and 
to avoid the expense of a protracted stay at Wash- 
ington, he became urgent with Mr. Ruggles to 
complete the specification, and finally, on the first 
day of this present month, Mr. Ruggles informed 
this deponent that the specification was completed. 
They accordingly on the same day, went together 
to the patent office and after this deponent had made 
affidavit to the specification which Mr. Ruggles 
had prepared, and this deponent had also paid to 
the proper officer the fees required for securing a 
new patent, he, this deponent, requested Mr. Rug- 
gles to deliver to him the specification to be de- 
posited with the proper officer and also the old 
patent that he might give it up to be cancelled, 
which was necessary to be done before a new pa- 
tent could be obtained, Mr. Ruggles declined giv- 
ing them to the deponent allegin that he wished 
to make some alteration in the specification in 
order to render it more correct, to which the de- 
ponent objected inasmuch as it had been sworn to 
by him and therefore ought not to be altered. Mr. 
Ruggles then requested this deponent to retire with 
him into the apartment used as a depository of 
models, and there presented to this deponent a 
paper purporting to be a memorandum of cove- 
nants and agreements between the said John Rug- 
gles and this deponent, which he requested this 
deponent to sign, and of which the following is a 
true copy from the original now in the possession 
of this deponent, omitting the erasures— 

“Memorandum of covenants and agreements 
made and entered into by and between Henry C. 
Jones, of Newark, in the state of New Jersey on 
one part, and John Ruggles of Thomaston, in the 
state of Maine, on the other part, witnesseth, that 
Whereas the said Jones has taken out a patent for 
an iueproved lock for mail pouches, bags, trunks, 
chests, &c.,and the said Ruggles has become inter- 
ested by assignment in the said patent—Now, 
therefore, in consideration thereof, the said Jones 
claiming the special right, during the term of the 
patent, of manufacturing all said locks, which the 
said Ruggles, his agents or assigns shall want, or 
for which he or the may find a sale, the said Jones 
for himself, his heirs and assigns, covenants and 
agrees to manufacture and deliver all said locks 
Which said Ruggles, his heirs or assigns may apply 
or, with reasonable promptness and despatch: and 
the locks which said Ruggles shall so receive, he 
Shall account for and pay to said Jones, his heirs 
or assigns, three fourths of the amount or price 
Which he or they shall receive or realize from 
others generally. And the said Jones on his part 
for hi | ° ° . part, 

mself, his heirs and assigns, covenants and 
Pay to render an account to the said Ruggles, 
's heirs and assigns, of all said locks he, his heirs 
. assigns shall dispose of, and pay to said Rug- 
— his heirs or assigns, one fourth part of the 
setae or price received therefor, (not, however, 
aan accountable for bad debts contracted in the 
~ ate thereof,) first deducting the expense of manu- 
acturing the same. 


This deponent took the said paper, but declined 
signing it at the time, saying that he wished oppor- 
tunity to examine it. Mr. Ruggles strongly urged 
deponent to sign said writing, saying, among other 
things, that he had discovered an improvement of 
the lock which he would communicate to this de- 
ponent, if he would sign the said paper, but this 
deponent persisted in declining to sign it. In the 
course of the conversation which then took place, 
this deponent remarked that he wished his lock to 
stand on its own merits; and to which Mr. Rug- 
gles ee ee do not go down here on 
their own merit, but by pulling the right strings, 
and if you will make me interested, I will pull the 
right string, otherwise, I will have nothing to do 
about it, unless you will sign the paper before you 
go home.”? This deponent and Mr. Ruggles then 
parted. Mr. Ruggles taking with him the specifi- 
cation and the old patent; the latter, however, the 
deponent succeeded in obtaining from him on the 
evening of the same day, and having by the aid of 
real friends, procured a new specification to be 
prepared by a competent person, succeeded at last 
In procuring a new patent without the friendly 
offices and assistance of the hon. John Ruggles, of 
Thomaston in the state of Maine, and without 
sacrificing the quarter part of his earnings for four- 


teen years to come. 
HENRY C. JONES, 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year first 
above written before me. | 
JACOB L. DOUGLASS, 
Justice of the peace. 


OFFICIAL—FIRE. 
West Point, Feb. 19, 1838. 
Sir: It becomes my duty to inform you that the 
buildings occupied by the engineering, chemical, 








‘and philosophical departments, and the library, 
| were consumed last night by fire. The fire origi- 
nated in one of the engineering rooms, used on 
| Sundays as a reading room, and was not discover- 
ed until it had so far spread as to render all etforts 
to extinguish it useless. 

In coinmunicating this unfortunate occurrence 


state that the books of the library, the philosoph- 
ical instruments, and the chemical apparatus, were 
all saved, by the timely exertions of the officers 
and cadets. Of course, many articles have been 
more or less injured in the rapid manner in which 
they had to be removed, but the loss will be incon- 
siderable, compared with the vaiue of property 
exposed. The adjutant’s office was immediately 
over the room where the fire originated. and I re- 
gret to inform you that all the records and papers 
were destroyed. I have been busy this forenoon 
in having the books and instruments secured, and 
have occupied rooms at the hotel for that purpose. 

The misfortune will only cause a delay of two 
or three days in the academic exercises. 

I have, sir, to request that a court of inquiry 
may be ordered for the purpose of investigating 
the cause of the accident. 

No time will be lost in laying before you the 
extent of the damages sustained. 

With the highest respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. E. DE RUSSEY, 
Lieut. col. and superintendent M. A. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRATIOT, 
Chief Engineer. U. S. 


IMPORTANT FROM DETROIT. 
From the Cleveland Advertiser. 

The following letter was received by this morn- 
ing’s mail, from a gentleman, a resident of this 
city, now in Detroit, whose statements are made 
from personal observation, and may be relied upon 
as correct: 





Detroit, Friday, Feb. 16. 
As but little intelligence has recently been found 
in the Detroit jourdals as to the progress of the re- 
volution in Canada, you may be desirous of being 
advised of passing events upon this portion of the 
frontier. I have just passed from Lower Sandusky 
to this city, and have collected all the information 
as to the plans, the strength of the patriots, and also 
the means of resistance with which they are to be 
opposed by the provincial government. A profound 
silence is attempted to be maintained here as to 
the offensive movements of the patriots; so much 
30, indeed, that by many, even here, the enterprise 
is supposed to be abandoned; and were I not satis- 
fied that a decisive blow will be struck before you 
shall have received this letter, I should not feel at 
liberty to address you on the subject. 
Gen. Van Rensselaer is here in person, though 
he appears only “incog.,” and Southerland and 
| Free and are also here, and Duncombe and McKen- 





to you, it is gratifying to have itin my power to 
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zie are supposed tobe bere. The militia have been 
ordered out, under the command of gen. Brady, to 
maintain the stipulated neutrality between the 
United States government and that of the Canadas; 
but general B., finding their sympathies so stron 

in favor of the patriot cause was obliged to dis- 
charge them. The only force, therefore, now en. 
gaged in this service is a company of the United 
States troops, sent from Buifalo by general Scott, 
which is stationed at Gibralter. The patriot army 
which is scattered along this portion of the frontier, 
is from fifteen hundred to two thousand strong, and 
is well supplied by its officers, with all the neces- 
sary munitions of war. Few, however, of the sol- 
diers are to be found in the principal towns, but are 
dispersed through the interior at some distance 
from the shore, who stand ready, at a moment’s 
warning, to rush to the rallying points, and enter 
upon actual service. Despatches were yesterday 
sent to different quarters, the object of which, as is 
supposed, was to collect, and march to the point 
designated for the complete organization of the ar- 
my. You will see, therefore, that, should nothing 
occur to arrest the present movements, a descent 
will be made upon Canada as early as Sunday or 
Monday next. The intention is to cross the ice a 
mile or more below Gibralter, and enter the pro- 
vince ata sufficient distance from the fort at Mal- 
den to avoid being borne down upon by the ord- 
nance stationed there for its defence. 

In relation to the force at Malden, it is variously 
estimated at from five to eleven hundred regular 
troops; the latter of which must fall nearer the 
truth, provided the intelligence of last evening was 
correct, that a reinforcement of eight hundred men 
from Toronto had been received. Prior to this, 
however, the force at Malden must have been very 
inconsiderable. 

You will see, from what I have written, that the 
spirit of revolution is not, as has been supposed, 
extinguished. It is true, indeed, that some of its 
leading enterprises have miscarried; but it is also 
true that, while the fortune of war seemed unpropi- 
tions, the brutality and oppression which have been 
executed upon those who, during the recent strug- 
gle, have fallen into the hands of tyrants, have fan- 
ned the fire of revolution into a fiercer flame. 

I am, in haste, truly yours, &c. 


Detroit, Saturday, Feb. 17. 

“Intelligence reached here this morning that the 
patriots crossed over to the Canada shore last even- 
ing, with a strong force. They entered the pro- 
vince Lelow Malden, according to previous ar- 
rangements.”’ 

Correspondence of the Albany Argus. 
Adains, Jefferson, co. Feb, 19, 1888. 

The state arsenal at Watertown was broken open 
last evening, and some 500 muskets was taken out. 
Fairbanks, who is the keeper, has offered a reward 
of $250 for the recovery of them. 

There begins to be some excitement here upon 
the subject of Canada. Many loads of men and 
provisions have been and are now passing here for 
the north. 

Some of them have called at the different stores 
for powder, and have bought all that was fer sale by 
the keg. Whether it will amount to any thing or 
not, we cannot determine. 

[The report is, that there is a considerable force 
on the frontier, in Jefferson county, and that a des- 
cent upon Canada, at some point, is contemplated. 
We doubt it, however. ] 

A letter from Hamilton, dated 12th February, in 
the Rochester Democrat, states that there was a 
riot at Toronto on the 9th, in which four were kil- 
led and several wounded. 





SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER, 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Wednesday, January 31, 1838, 
ON THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 

‘Let the government attend to its own business, 

and let the people attend to theirs.” 
‘‘Let the government take care that it secures a 
sound currency for its own use, and let it leave all 


' the rest to the states and the people.” 


These ominous sentences, Mr. President, have 
been ringing in my ears ever since they were ut- 
tered yesterday by the member from New York. 
Let the government take care of itself, and the 
people take care of themselves. This is the whole 
principle and policy of the administration, at the 
present most eritieal moment, and on this great and 
all-absorbing question of the currency. 

Sir, this is an ill-boding announcement. It has 
nothing of consolation, of solace, or of hope in it. 

It will carry through all the classes of commerce 
and business nothing but more discouragement and 
deeper fears. And yet this is but repetition. It is 
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only a renewed exhibition of the same spirit which 
was breathed by the message and the bill of the 
last session, of which this bill is also full, and 
which has pervaded ali the recommendations and all 
the measures of government since May. Yet I 
confess that I am not, even yet, so famitiar with it, 
so accustomed to hear such sentiments avowed, as 
that they cease to astonish me. I am either grop- 
ing in thick and palpable darkness myself, in re- 

ard to the true objects of the constitution, and the 

uties of congress under it, or else these principles 
of public policy, thus declared, are at war with our 
most positive and urgent obligations, 

The honorable member made other observations 
indicative of the same general tone of political 
feeling. Among his chosen topics of commenda- 
tion of the bill before us, a prominent one was to 
shelter the administration from that shower of 
imputations, as he expressed the idea, which 
would always beat upon it as it beats now, when 
disasters should happen to the currency. Indeed! 
And why should the administration, now or ever, 
be sheltered from that shower? Is not currency a 
subject over which the power and duty of govern- 
ment extend? Is not government justly responsible 
for its condition? It is not, of necessity, wholly 
and entirely under the control and regulation of po- 
litical power? Is it not a matter, in regard to which, 
the people cannot, by any possibility, protect them- 
selves, any more than they can, by their own indi- 
vidual eftorts, supercede the necessity of the exer- 
cise by government of any other political power? 
What can the people do for themselves, to improve 


the currency? Sir, the government is justly an- 


swerable for the disasters of the currency, saving 
always those accidents which cannot at all times 
be foreseen or provided against. It is at least 
answerable for its own neglect, if it shall be guilty 
of it, in not exercising all its constitutional autbori- 
ty forthe correction and restoration of the cur- 
rency. Why doesit, how can it, shrink from this 
responsibility? Why does it seek not the laurels of 
victory, not the reputation, even of manly contest, 
but the poor honors of studied and eager escape? 
Sir, itnevercan escape. ‘The common sense of all 
men pronounces that the government is, and ought 
to be, and must be, enswerable for the regulation 
of the currency of the country; that it ought to 
abide, and must abide, the peltings of the storm of 
imputation, so long as it turns its back upon this 
momentous question, and seeks to shelter itself in 
the safes and the vaults, the cells and the caverns 
of a sub-treasury system. 

But of all governments that ever existed, the 
present administration has least excuse for with- 
drawing its care from the currency, or shrinking 
from its just responsibility in regard to it. 

Its predecessor, to whose footsteps it professes to 
tread, has interfered, fatally interfered, with that 
subject. That interference was, and has been, the 
productive cause of our disasters. Did the admin- 
istration disclaim power over the currency in 1833, 
when it removed the deposites? And what meant 
all its subsequent transactions, all its professions, 
and all its ettorts, for that better currency which it 
promised, if, in truth, it did_ not held itself respon- 
sible to the people of the United States fora good 
currency? From the very first year of the late ad- 
ministration to the last, there was hardly a session, 
if there was a single session, in which this duty of 
government was not acknowledged, protmises of 
high improvement put forth, or loud claims of merit 
asserted, for benefits already conferred. It pro- 
f-ssed to erect the great temple of its glory on im- 
provements of the currency. ; 

And, sir, the better currency, which has been so 
long promised, was not a currency for the govern- 
ment, but a currency for the people. It was not 
for the use of revenue merely but for the use 
of the whole commerce, trade, and business of 
the nation. And now, when the whole indus- 
try, business, and labor of the country, is har- 
assed and distressed by the evils brought upon 
us by its own interference, government talks with 
all possible coolness of the great advantage it will 
be to adopt a system which shail shield itself from 
a thick-falling shower of imputations. It dis- 
claims, it renounces, it abandons its duties, and 
then seeks an inglorious shelter in its professed want 
of power to relieve the people. 

e demand the better currency; we insist on the 
fulfilment of the high and flattering promises; and 
surely there never was a government on the face of 
the earth that could, with less propriety, resist the 
demand; yet, we see it seek refuge ina bold, cold, 
and heartless denial of the competency of its own 
constitutional powers. It falls back from its own 
undertakings, and flatly contradicts its own preten- 
sions. In my opinion, it can find no reluge, where 
the public voice will not reach it. There can be 
no shelter, while these times last, into which go- 





vernment can retreat, wherein it can hide, andj 


screen itself from the loud voice of the country, 
calling upon it to come forth to fulfil its promises, 
or at jeast, now that these promises are all broken, 
to perform its duties. The evils of a disordered 
currency are evils which do not naturally correct or 
cure themselves. Nor-does chance, or good luck, 
often relieve that community which is sufiering 
under them. They require political remedy; they 
require provisions to be made by government; they 
demand the skilful hand of experienced statesmen. 
Until some just remedy be applied, they are likely 
to continue, with more or less of aggravation, and 
no man can tell when or how they will end. It is 
vain, therefore, quite vain, for government to hope 
that it may retreat from this great duty, shield it- 
self under a system, no way agreeing either with 
its powers or its obligations, and thus escape re- 
proaches, by attempting to escape responsibility. 

Mr. President, there is fault and failure some- 
where. Either the constitution has failed, or its 
administration fails. The great end of a uniform 
and satisfactory regulation of commerce is not 
answered, because the national currency, an indis- 
pensable instrument of that commerce, is not pre- 
served in a sound and uniform state. 

Is the fault in the constitution itself? Those 
who aflirm that it is, must show how it was, if that 
be so, that other administrations, in other times, 
have been able to give the people abundant satis- 
faction in relation to the currency. I suppose it 
will be said, in answer to this, that the constitution 
has {been violated; that it was originally miscon- 
strued; that those who made it did not understand 
it; and that the sage and more enlightened politi- 
cians of our times see deeper and judge more justly 
of the constitution than Washington and Madison. 
Certain it is, that they have more respect for their 
own sagacity than for all the wisdom of others, and 
all the experience of the country; or else they find 
themselves, by their party politics and party com- 
mitments, cut off from all ability of administering 
the constitution according to former successful 
practice. 

Mr. President, when I contemplate the condition 
of the country; when I behold this utter breaking 
down of the currency, this wide spread evil among 
all the industrious classes, this acknowledged in- 
ability of government to pay its debts legally, this 
prostration of commerce and manufactures, this 
shocking derangement of internal exchange, and 
the general crash of credit and confidence; and 
when I see that three hundred representatives of 
the people are here assembled, to consult on the 
public exigency; and that, repudiating the wisdom 
of our predecessors, and rejecting all the lights of 
ourown experience, nothing is proposed, for our 
adoption, to meet an emergency of this charac- 
ter, but the bill before us, I confess, sir, the whole 
seems to me some strange illusion. I can hardly 
persuade myself that we are all in our waking 
senses. It appears like a dream, like some phan- 
tasy, of the night, that the opening light of the 
morning usually dispels. 

There is so little of apparent relatien of means 
to ends; the measure before us has so little to pro. 
mise for the relief of existing evils; it is so alien, so 
outlandish, so abstracted, so remote from the causes 
which press down all the great public interests, that 
[ really find it difficult to regard as real what is thus 
around me, 

Sir, some of us are strangely in error. The dif- 
ference between us is so wide, the views which we 
take of publie affairs so opposite, our opinions, 
both of the causes of present evils and their appro- 
priate remedies, so totally unlike, that one side or 
the other must be under some strange delusion. 
Darkness, thick darkness, hangs either over the 
supporters of this measure or over its opponents. 
Time, andthe public judgment, I trust, will sooner 
or later disperse these mists, and men and measures 
will be seen in their true character. I think, in- 
deed, that I see already some lilting up of the fog. 

The honorable member from New York has said 
that we have now already existing a mode of con- 
ducting the fiscal affairs of the country substantially 
such as that will be which this bill will establish. 
We may judge therefore, he says, of the future by 
the present. A sub-treasury system, in fact, he 
contends, is now in operation, and he hopes the 
country sees so much geod in it as to be willing to 
make it permanent and perpetual. 

The present system, he insists, must at least be 
admitted not to have obstructed or impeded the 
beneficial action of the immense resources of the 


country. Sir, this seems to me a most extraordi- | 


nary declaration. ‘Theoperation and energy of the 
resources of the country not obstructed? The busi- 
ness of the community not impeded? Why, sir, 
this can only be true upon the supposition that the 
present evils are no way attributable to the policy 
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of government, that they all spring from some ey. 
traneous and independent cause. ir the honorabj, 
member means that the disasters which have fallen 
upon us arise from causes which government Pg 
not control; such as overtrading or speculation and 
that government is answerable for nothing 8 
understand him, though I do not at all concur with 
him. _ But that the resources of the country are not 
now in a state of great depression and staenatio, 
is what I had supposed none would assert. Sir 
what are the resources of the country? The firs; 
of all, doubtless, is labor? Does this meet no im 
pediment? Does labor find itself rewarded, as here. 
tofore, by high prices, paid in good money? The 
whole mass of industry employed in commerce and 
manufactures, does it meet with no obstruction or 
hindranee, or discouragement? And commerce and 
manufactures, in the aggregate, embracing Capital 
as well as labor, are they too in a high career of 
success? Is nothing of impediment or obstructio 
found connected with their present condition? 


Again, sir; among our American resources, from 
the very first origin of this government, credit and 
confidence have held a high and foremost rank 
We owe more to credit, and to commercial conf. 
dence, than any nation which ever existed; and tey 
times more than any nation, except England. Cre. 
dit and confidence have been the life of our system 
and powerfully productive causes of our prosperity. 
They have covered the seas with our commerce 
replenished the treasury: paid off the national cebt. 
excited and stimulated the manufacturing industry. 
encouraged labor to put forth the whole strength of 
its sinews, felled the forests, and multiplied our 
numbers, and augmented the national wealth, so 
far beyond all example, as to leave usa_ phenome. 
non for older nations to look at with wonder. And: 
this credit, and this confidence, are they now no 
way obstructed or impeded? Are they now acting 
with their usual efficiency, and their usual success, 
on the concerns of society? 


The honorable member refers to the exchanges. 
No doubt, sir, the rate of foreign exchange has 
nothing in it alarming. Nor has it bad, if our 
domestic concerns had been in a proper condition. 
But that the internal exchanges are in a bealtbful 
condition, as the honorable member alleges, is what 
Ican by no means admit. I look upon the de. 
rangement of the internal exchanges as the precise 
form in which existing evils most manifestly exhi- 
bit themselves. Why, sir, look at the rates be. 
tween large cities in the neighborhood of each 
other. Exchange between Boston and New York, 
and also between Philadelphia and New York, is 
14 to2 per cent. This could never happen but 
from a deranged currency; and can this be called a 
healthful state of domestic exchange? 

I understand that the cotton crop has done much 
towards equalizing exchange between New Orleans 
and New York; and yet I have seen, not many 
days since, that in other places of the south, I be- 
lieve Mobile, excbange on New York was at a pre- 
mium of 5 to 10 per cent. 

The manufacturers of the north can say how 
they have found, and how they now find, the facili- 
ties of exchange. I do not mean exclusively, or 
principally, the large manufacturers of cotton and 
woollen fabrics; but the smaller manufacturers, men 
who, while they employ many others, still bestow 
their own labor on their own capital; the shop 
manufacturers, such manufacturers as abound !n 
New Jersey, Connecticut, and other parts of tlie 
north. I would ask the gentlemen from these 
states how these neighbors of theirs fir.d exchanges, 
and the means of remittance, between them 2nd 
their correspondents and purchasers in the south. 
The cairiage makers, the furniture makers, the 
hatters, the dealers in leather, in all its branclies, 
the dealers in domestic hardware; I should like to 
hear the results of the expenence of all these pe’ 
sons, on the state of the internal exchanges, as well 
as the general question whcther the industry of the 
country has encountered any obstacle in the preset 
state of the currency. 

Mr. President, the honorable member from New 
York stated correctly, that this bill has two leading 
objects. : 

The first is, a separation of the revenue, and (é 
funds of government, from all connexion with the 
concerns of individuals, and of corporaticns: anil 
especially a separation of these funds from all con 
nexion with any banks. “ft 

The second is, a gradual change, in our sysienl 
of currency, to be carried on till we can accem: 
plish the object of an exclusive specie or pele 
circulation, at least in al] payments to government, 
and all disbursements by government. a 

Now, sir, I am against both these propositions, 
ends as well as means. 


- - : and 
I am against this separation of government ar 
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ae 
pee important political duties. a 
[ am for having but one currency, and that a 
1 one, both for the people and the government. 
ee m opposed to the doctrines of the message of 
fi. caaabaiee and to every thing which grows out of 
hose doctrines: -f feel as if I were on some other 
. watt as if I were not at home, as if this could 
— be America, when I see schemes of public 
we roposed, having for their object the con- 
ws ‘oS of government only, and leaving the 
pee to shift for themselves, in a matter which 
Peturally and necessarily belongs, and in every 
other country 1s admitted to belong, to the solemn 
obligations and the undoubted power of govern- 
ment. Is it America, where the government, and 
men in the nappa are to be better off than 
the people? ts it America, where government is 
to shut its eyes and its ears to public complaint, 
and to take care only of itself? Is it America, 
Mr. President, is it your country, and my country, 
in which, at a time of great public distress, when 
all eyes are turned to congress, and when most 
men feel that substantial and practical relief can 
cone only fron congress, that congress, neverthe- 
less, has nothing on earth to propose, bnt bolts and 
bars, safes and vaults, cells and hiding places, for 
the better secucity of its own money; and nothing 
on earth, not a beneficial law, not even a kind 
word, for the people themselves? Is it our country, 
in which the interest of government has reached 
such an ascendancy over the interest of the people, 
in the estimate of the representatives of the people? 
Has this, sir, come to be the state of things, in the 
old thirteen, with the new thirteen added to them? 
For one, I confess I know not what is American, 
in policy, in public interest, or in public feeling, if 
thes> measures be deemed American. 

The first general aspect, or feature of the bill, 
the character writtea broadly on its front, is this 
abandonment of all concern for the general cur- 
rency of the country. This is enough for me. It 
secures my opposition to the bill in allstages. Sir, 
this bill ought to have had a preainble. It ought 
to have been introduced by a recital, setting forth, 
that whereas the currency of the country has be- 
come totally deranzed; and whereas, it has hereto- 
fore been thought the bounden duty of this govern- 
ment to take proper care of that great branch of 
the national interest; and whereas, that opinion is 
erroneous, obsolete, and heretical; and whereas. 
according to the true reading of the constitution, 
the great duty of this government, and its exclu- 
sive duty, so far as currency is concerned, is to take 
care of itself; and whereas, if government can but 
secure a sound currency for itself, the people may | 
very well be left to such a currency as the states, | 
or the banks, or their own good fortune, or bad 
fortune, may give them; therefore be it enacted, 
&e, &e. Ke. 

The very first provision of the bill is in keeping 
with its general objects and general character. It 
abandons all the sentiments of civilized mankind 
on the subject of credit and confidence, and carries 
us back to the dark ages. The first that we hear 
is of safes, and vaults, and cells, and cloisters. 
rom an intellectual it goes back to a physical age. 
From coinmerce ard credit, it returns to hoarding 
and hiding; from confidence and trust, it retreats 
to bolts and bars, to locks with double keys, and to 
pains and penalties for tonehing hidden treasure. 
Itis a law for the times of the feudal s7stem; ora 
law jor the heads and governors of the piratical 
states of Barbary. It is a measure fit for times 
when there is no security in law, no value in com- 
merce, no active industry among mankind. Here, 
itis altogether out of time and out of place. It 
‘a8 no sympathy with the general sentiments of 
this age, still less bas it anv congeniality with our 
American character, any relish of our hitherto ap- 
proved and successful policy, or any agreement or 
conlormity with the general feeling of the country. 

The gentleman, in stating the provisions of the 
first Section, proceeds to say, that it is strange that 
none of our laws heretofore has ever attempted to 
habitat eee of the United States a “local | 
tdten ane Hence it is the object of this first | 
habit She the bill to provide and define such Iccal | 

ation. A local habitation for the treasury of | 
sire bg growing commercial country, in the | 
ry? Th century! Why, Sif, what is the treasu- | 
They = existing laws call it a “department.” 
rss, m4 there shall be a department, with va- | 
ties ena a and a proper assignment of their du- | 
portant ps ace and that this shall be the de- 
part a pled he Sreaeery. It is thus an organized 
Ole iene yo gat an important and indispensa- 
re general adininistration, conduct- 


in: é : i 
7 ; the fiscal affairs of the country, and controlling 
‘Woordinate agents. j 











| degree. 





ut this bill does away with all legal and po- 


as unnatural, selfish, and an abandonment, litical ideas, and brings this important department 
down to a thing of bricks and mortar. 


It enacts 
that certain rooms in the new building, with their 
safes and vaults, shall constitute the treasury of the 
United States! And this adoption of new and 
strange notions, and this abandonment of ail old 
ideas, is all for the purpose of accomplishing the 
great object of separating the afiairs of government 
{rom the atlairs of the country. The nature of the 
means shows the nature of the object; both are 
novel, strange, untried, and unheard of. 
scheme, sir, finds no precedent, either in our own 
history, or the history of any other respectable na- 
tion. It is admitted to be new, original, experi- 
mental; and yet its adoption is urged upon us as 
confidently as if it had come down from our ances- 
tors, and had been the cherished policy of the 
country in all past times. 

I am against it altogether. I look not to see 
whether the means be adapted to the end. That 
end itself is what I oppose, and I oppose all the 
means leading to it. I oppose all attempts to make 
a separate currency for the government, because I 
insist upon it, and shall insist upon it, until I see 
and feel the pillars of the constitution falling around 
me and upon my head, that it is the duty of this 
government to provide a good currency for the 
country and for the people, as well as for itself. 

I put it to gentlemen to say, whether currency 
be not a part of commerce, or an indispensable 
agent of commerce; and something, therefore, 
which this government is bound to regulate, and 
to take care of? Gentlemen will not meet the ar- 
gument. They shun the question. We demand 
that the just power of the constitution shall be ad- 
ininistered. We assert, that congress has power 
to regulate commerce, and currency as a part of 
commerce; we insist that the public exigency, at 
the present moment, calls loudly for the exercise 
of this power,—and what do they do? They labor 
to convince us that the governinent itself can get 


on very well without providing a currency for the | suggested. 
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STOP SPECIE PAYMENT. The late measure of the 
secretary, and the infatuation with which it seems 


ito be supported, tend cirectly and strongly to that 


result. Under pretence, then, of a design to re- 
turn to a currency which shall be all specie, we 
are likely to have a currency in which there shall 
be no specie at all. Je are in danger of being 
overwhelmed with irredcemable paper; mere paper, 
representing notgold or silver; no, sir, representing 
nothing but BROKEN PROMISES, BAD FAITH, BANK- 


The} RUPT CORPORATIONS, CHEATED CREDITORS, AND 


A RUINED PEOPLE!” 

And now, sir, we see the upshot of the experi- 
ment. We see around us bankrupt corporations 
and broken promises, but we see no promises more 
really and emphatically broken than all those pro- 
mises of the administration which gave us assur- 
ance of a better currency. These promises, now 
broken, notoriously and openly broken, if they can- 
not be performed, ought at least to be acknowledg- 
ed. The government onght not, in common fair- 
ness, and common honesty, to deny its own respon- 
sibility, seek to escape {from the demands of the 
people, and to hide itself, out of the way and be- 
yond the reach of the process of public opinion, by 
retreating into this sub-treasurysystem. Let it, at 
least, come forth, let it bear a port of honesty and 
candor; Jet it confess its promises, if it cannot per- 
form them; and, above ail, now, even now, at this 
late hour, let it renounce schemes and projects, the 
inventions of presumption, and the resorts of des- 
peration, and let it address itself, in all good faith, 
to the great work of restoring the currency by ap- 
proved and constitutional means. 

But, sir, so far is any such course from all proba- 
bility of being adopted, so little ground of hope is 
there that this sub-treasury system will be aban- 
doned, that the honorable member from;New York 
has contended and argued, in his place, that the 
public opinion is more favorable to this measure 
now proposed, than to any other which has been 
He claims for it the character of a fa- 


~ 


people, and they betake themselves, therefore, to| vorite with the people. He makes out this sub- 


the sub-treasury system, its unassailable walls, its | 


iron chests, and doubly secured doors. And having 
satisfied themselves, that, in this way, government 
may be kept going, they are satisfied. A sound 
currency for government, a safe currency for reve- 
nue; these are the only things promised, the only 
things proposed. But these are not the old promises 


rT > { 
Ihe country, the country itself, and the whole peo- 


ple, were promised a better currency, for their own 
use; a better general currency; a bettcr currency 
for all the purposes of trade and business. This 
was the promise, solemnly given by the govern- 
ment in 1833, and so often afterwards renewed, 
through all successive years, down to May last. 
We heard nothing, at that time, of a separation be- 
tween government and people. No, sir, not a 
word, Both were to have an improved currency. 
Sir, I did not believe a word of all this; I thought 
it all mere pretence or ernpty boasting. I had no 
faith in these promises, not a particle. But the 
honorable member from New York was confident; 
confident, then, as he now is; confident of the suc- 
cess of the first scheme, which was plausible, as he 
is confident of this, which is strange, alien, and re- 
pulsive in its whole aspect. He was then as sure 
of being able to furnish a currency for the country, 
as he is now of furnishing a currency for govern- 
ment. He told us, at that time, that he believed 
the system, adupted by the late administration, was 
fully competent to its object. He felt no alarm for 
the result; he believed all the presiden‘ had done, 
from the removal of the deposites downwards, was 
constitutional and legal, and he was determined te 
place himself by the side of the president, and de- 
sired only to stand or fall, in the estimation of his 


‘constituents. as they should determine in the re- 


sult. And that result has now come. 

As I have said, sir, I had no faith at all in all the 
promises of the administration, made before and at 
that time, and constantly repeated. I feit no confi- 


dence, whatever, in the whole project; I deemed | 


it rash, headstrong, and presumptuous, to the last 


| 

















| 


And, at the risk of the charge of some | 


offence against good taste, I will read a paragraph | 


from some remarks of mine, in February, 1834, 
which sufficiently show what my opinion and my 
apprehensions then were: 

“[ have already endeavored to warn the country 
against irredeemable paper; against bank paper, 


' when banks do not pay specie for their own notes; 


against that miserable, abominable, and frandulent 
policy, which attempts to give value to any paper 
of any bank, one single moment longer than snch 
paper is redeemable on demand in gold and silver. 
And I wish, most solemnly and earnestly, to re- 


-and one, if not more statesin the west. 


treasury plan to be quite bigh in popular estima- 
tion. Certainly, sir, if the honorable member 
thinks so, he and I see with different eyes, hear 
with diflerent ears, or gather the means of opinion 
from different sources. But what is the gentle- 
man’s argument? Itis this: The two houses of 
congress, he says, reflect the wishes and opinions 
of the people; and with the two houses of congress 
this system, he supposes, is more acceptable than 
any other. 

Now, sir, with tre utmost respect for the two 
houses of congress, and all their members, I must 
be permitted to express a doubt, and, indeed, a 
zood deal more than a duubt, whether, on this sub- 
ject, and at the present moment, the two houses do 
exactly reflect the epiniens and wishes of the pec- 
ple. I should not have adverted to the state of 
opinion here, compared with the state of public 
opinion in the country, if the gentleman had not 
founded an argument, on the supposed disposition 
of the two houses, and on the fact that they truly 
set forth the public opinion. But since he has 
brought such an argument, it is proper to exam- 
ine its foundation. 

In a general sense, undoubtedly, sir, the mem- 


_bcrsof the two houses must be understood to repre- 


sent the sentiments of their constituents, the peo- 
ple of the United States. Their acts bind them, 
as theirrepresentatives, and they must be consider- 
ed,in a legal sense, as conforming to the will of 
their constituents. But. owing to the manner of 
our organization, and to the periods and times of 
election, it certainly may happen that, at a parti- 
cular moment, and on a particular subject, opinion 
out of doors may be one way, while opinion here 
is another. And how is it now, if we may judge 
by the usual indications? Does the gentleman 
hope for no vote, in this body, for this bill, but 
such as shall be, in his opinion, in strict accordance 
with the wishes as generally understood, and most 
recently expressed in the state from which that vo'e 
shall come? 

I shall be exceedingly sorry, sir. for instance, [6 
see a vote from Maine given for this bill. T hope 
I may not. But if there should be such a vote, can 
the gentleman say that he believes, in his con- 
science, it will express the wishes of a majority of 
the people of that state? And so of New Jersey, 
Tam quite 
sure that gentlemen who may give their votes wiil 
discharge their duty, according to their own en- 


: 


lightened judgments, and they are in no way ac- 


' 


peat that warning. I see danger of that state of 


things ahead. I sEE IMMINENT DANGER THAT 


countable to me for the manner in which they dis- 


charge it; but when the honorable member from 
New York contends that this body now eecurately 
represents the public opinion on the sub-treasary 
system, we must leok at the facts. And with all 


of 


MORE OR FEWER OF THE STATE BANKS WILL possible respect, for the honorable member, FT must 
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even take leave to ask bim, whether, in his judg- 
ment, he, himself, is truly reflecting the opinions 
and wishes of a majority of the people of New 
York, while he is proposing and supporting this 
bill? Where does he find evidence of the favor of 
the people of that state towards this measure? Does 
he find it in the city? In the country? In the 
recently elected house of assembly? In the re- 
cently elected members of the senate? Can he 
name a place—can he lay a venue for the popular- 
ity of this measure in the whole state of New York? 
Between Montauk point and Cattaraugus, and be- 
tween the mountains of Pennsylvania and the north 
end of Jake Champlain, can he any where put his 
finger on the map and say, here is a spot where the 
sub-treasury is popular? He may find places, no 
doubt, though they are somewhat scarce, where his 
friends have been able to maintain their ascend- 
ancy, notwithstanding the unpopularity of the mea- 
sure; but can he find one place, one spot, of any 
extent, in which this measure of relief is the choice, 
the favorite, of a majority of the people? 

Mr. president, the honorable member has long 
been in public life, and has witnessed often the 
changes and the fluctuations of political parties and 
political opinions. And I will ask him what he 
thinks of the hurricane which swept over New 
York in the first week of last November? Did he 
ever know the like? Has he before ever been called 
on to withstand such a whirlwind? or had he pre- 
viously any suspicion that such an outbreak in the 
political elements was at hand? Iam _ persuaded, 
sir, that he feared such a thing much less than I 
hoped for it; and my own hopes, although I had 
hopes, and strong hopes, I must confess, fell far 
short of the actual result. And to me, Mr. presi- 
dent, it seems perfectly plain, that the cause of this 
astonishing change in public opinion is to be found, 
mainly, inthe message of September, and the sub- 
treasury bill of the last session. The message, 
with its anti-social, anti-commercial, anti-popular 
doctrines and dogmas—the message which set at 
nought all our own manners and usages, rejected 
all the teachings of experience, threatened the state 
institutions, and, anxious only to take good care of 
the government, abandoned the people to their fate; 
the message—the message—it was, that did the 
great work in New York and elsewhere. 

The message was that cave of Eolus, out of which 
the careering winds issued: 


“Una Eurusque notusque ruunt creberque procellis 
“A fricus”— 


mingling seas and skies, dispersing the most power- 
ful political combinations, and scattering their frag- 
ments on the rocks and shores. 1 might quote the 
poet further, sir, 

“et vostos volvult ad Ittora fluctus.”’ 

The political deep seemed agitated to the very 
bottom, and its heaving bosom moved onward and 
forward the ‘vastos fluctus,” in nautical phrase, the 
big rollors of public opinion. 

The honorable member may say, or may think, 
that all this was but the result of a transient im- 
pulse, a feverish ebullition, a sudden surprise, or a 
change superficial, and apparent only, not deep and 
real, Sir, I cannot say, but I must confess that if 
the movement in New York last fall was not real, 
it looked more like reality than any fanciful exhi- 
bition which I ever saw. If the people were not 
in earnest, they certainly had a very sober and 
earnest way of being in jest. 

And now, sir, can the honorable member, can 
any man say, that in regard to this measure, even 
the house of representatives is certain, at this mo- 
ment, truly to reflect the public judgment? Though 
nearer to the people than ourselves, and more fre- 
quently chosen, yet it is known that the present 
members were elected, nearly all of them, before 
the appearance of the tnessage of September. And 
will the honorable member allow me to ask, whe- 
ther, if a new election of members of congress were 
to take ees in his own state, to-morrow, and the 
fiewly elected members should take their seats im- 
ynediately, he should entertain the slightest expec- 
» tion of the passage of this bill through that house? 

® Mr. president, in 1834 the honorable member 
presented to the senate resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of New York, approving the previous course 
of the administration in relation to the currency. 
He then urged strongly, but none too strongly, the 
weight due to those resolutions, because, he argued, 
they expressed the undoubted sense of the people, 
as well as that of the legislature. He said there 
was not, at that time,a single member in the popu- 
lar branch of the legislature who was not in favor 
of those resolutions, either from the cities of Hud- 
son, Albany, Troy, Schenectady, Utica, or an 
almost endless number of incoporated trading towns 
and villages, or the great city of New York itself, 
which he justly calls the commercial emporium of 
the country; all these cities and villages being sur- 





rounded, as he most justly said, by an intelligent 
population; and cities, villages, and country, alto- 
gether, comprising near two millions of souls. All 
this was very well. It wagtrue. The facts were 
with the honorable member. Andalthough I most 
exceedingly regretted and deplored that it was so, I 
could not deny it. And he was entitled to enjoy, 
and did enjoy, the whole benefit of this respectable 
support. But, sir, how stands the matter now? 
What say these two millions of souls to the sub- 
treasurv! In the first place, what says the city of 
New York, that great commercial emporium, 
worty of the gentleman’s commendation in 1834, 
and worthy of bis commendation, and my commen- 
dation, and all commendation, at all times? What 


sentiments, what opinions, what feelings are pro- 


claimed by the thousands of her merchants, traders,, 


manufacturers and laborers? What is the united 
shout of all the voices of all her classes? What is 
it, but that you will put down this new fangled 
sub-treasury system, alike alien to their interests 
and their feelings, at once, and forever? What is 
it, but that in mercy to the mercantile interest, the 
trading interest, the shipping interest, the manufac- 
turing interest, the laboring class, and all classes, 
you will give up useless and pernicious political 
schemes and projects, and return to the plain, 
straight course of wise and wholesome legislation? 
The sentiments of the city cannot be misunderstood. 
A thousand pens and ten thousand tongues, and a 
spirited press, make them all known. If we have 
not already yet heard enough, we shall hear more. 
Embarrassed, vexed, pressed, and distressed, as are 
her citizens at this moment, yet their resolution is 
not shaken, their spirit is not broken; and, depend 
upon it, they will not see theircommerce, their busi- 
ness, their prosperity and their happiness, all sacri- 
ficed to preposterous schemes and political empiri- 
cism, without another, and a yet more vigorous 
struggle. And Hudson, and Albany, and Troy, 
and Schenectady, and Utica—pray, why may not 
the citizens of these cities have as much weight 
with the honorable member now, as they justly 
had in 1834? And does he, can he, doubt of what 
they think of this bill? Ay, sir, and Rochester, and 
Batavia, and Buffalo, and the entire western district 
of the state, does the honorable member suppose 
that, in the whole of it, he should be able, by care- 
ful search, to do more than to find, now and then, 
so rare a bird, as a single approver of this systein? 

Mr. president, if this system must come, let it 
come. If we must bow to it, why, then, put it 
upon us. De it. Do it by the power of congress, 
and the president. Congress and the president 
have the power. But spare us, I beseech you, 
spare the people from the imputation that itis done 
under clear proof and evidence of their own appro- 
bation. Let it not be said it is their choice. Save 
them, in all mercy, from that reproach. 

Sir, I think there is a revolution in public opin- 
ion, now going on, whatever may be the opinion of 
the member from New York, and others. I think 
the fall elections prove this, and that other more 
recent events confirm it. I think it is a revolt 
against the absolute dictation of party, a revolt 
against coercion, on the public judgment; and, 
especially, a revolt against the adoption of new mis- 
chevious expedients on questions of deep public 
interest; a revolt against the rash and unbridled 
spirit of change; a revolution, in short, against fur- 
ther revolution. I hope, most sincerely, that this 
revolution may go on: not, sir, for the sake ofmen, 
but for the sake of measures, and for the sake of 
the country. I wish it to proceed, till the whole 
country, with an imperative unity of voice, shall 
call back congress to the true policy of the govern- 
ment, 

The honorable member from New York is of 
opinion, sir, that there are only three courses open 
to us. We must, he urges, either adopt this mea- 
sure, or return to a system of deposites with the 
state banks, or establish a national bank. Now, sir, 
suppose this to be as the gentleman states, then, I 
say, that either of the others is better than this. I 
would prefer doing almost any thing, and I would 
vastly prefer doing nothing, to taking this bill. _ 

I need not conceal my own opinions. I am in 
favor of a national institution, with such provisions 
and securities as congress may think proper, to 
guard against danger and against abuse. But the 
honorable member disposes of this at once, by the 
declaration, that he himself can never consent to a 
bank, being utterly opposed to it, both on constitu- 
tional grounds, and grounds of expediency. The 
gentleman’s opinions, always respected, is certain- 
ly of great weight and importance, from the public 
situation he occupies. But although these are his 
opinions, is it certain that a majority of the people 
of the country agree with him in this particular? 
I think not. I verily believe a majority of the 
people of the United States are now of the opinion 





; re i, 
that a national bank, properly constituted, limites 
and guarded, is both constitutional and expediay 
and ought now to be established. So far ag | rah, 
learn, three-fourths of the western people are ry 
Their representatives here can form a bette; wy 
ment; but such is my opinion upon the best ink : 
mation which I can obtain. The south ma “m 
more divided, or may be against a national instit " 
tion; but, looking again to the centre, the north 
and the east, and comprehending the whole jn o); 
view, I believe the prevalent sentiment is Snch as ] 
have stated. 

At the last session great pains were taken to o}, 
tain a vote of this and the other house againg , 
bank, for the obvious purpose of placing such . 
institution out of the listof remedies, and so recon. 
ciling the people to the sub-treasury scheme, We) 
sir, and did those votes produce any effect? Non, 
at all. The people did not, and do not, care a rys} 
for them. I never have seen, or heaid, a sinol 
man, who paid the slightest respect to those yoie, 
ofours. The hororable member, to-day, oppose 
as he is to a bank, has not even alluded to then 
So entirely vain isit, sir, in this country, to attempt 
to forestall, commit, or coerce the public judgme; 
All those resolutions fell perfectly dead on the table; 
of the two houses. We may resolve what we please 
and resolve it when we please; but if the people 
do not like it, at their own good pleasure they wijj 
rescind it; and they are not likely to continue the;; 
approbation long, to any system of measures, how. 
ever plausible, which terminates in deep disappoint. 
ment of all their hopes, for their own prosperity? 

I have said, sir, that, in preference to this bill, | 
would try some modification of the state bank sys- 
tem; and I will cheerfully do so, although every 
body knows that I always opposed that system, 
Still, I think it less objectionable than this. Mr, 
peagnggty in my opinion, the real source of the evil 

ies in the tone, and spirit, and general feeling, 
which have pervaded the administration for some 
years past. I verily believe the origin is there, 
That spirit, I fully believe, has been deeply anti- 
commercial, and of late decidedly unfriendly to the 
state institutions. Do the leading presses in favor 
of the administration speak its own sentiments? If 
you think they do, then look at the language an 
spirit of these presses. Do they not manilest an 
unceasing and bitter hostility to the mercantile 
classes, and tothe institutions of the states? I cer. 
tainly never supposed the state banks fit agents for 
furnishing or regulating a national currency; but! 
have thought them useful in their proper places. 
At any rate, the states had power to establish them; 
and have established them, and we have no right to 
endeavor to destroy them. How is it, then, that 
generally, every leading press which supports the 
administration joins in the general cry against these 
institutions of the states? How isit, if it be not that 
a spirit, hostile to these institutions has come to 
pervade the administration itself? 

In my opinion, the state banks, on every ground, 
demand other treatment; and the interest of the 
country requires that they should receive other 
treatment. The government has used them, and 
why shoul it now not only desert, but abuse them: 
That some of the selected banks have behaved very 
unworthy, is no doubt true. The best bebavior|s 
not always to be expected from pets. But that the 
banks, generally, deserved this unrestrained wal- 
fare upon them, at the hands of government, I cal- 
not believe, It appears to me to be both ungrateltl 
and unjust. * 

The banks, sir, are now making an effort, whic! 
I hope may be successful, to resume specie pay- 
ments. The process of resumption works, and must 
work, with severity upon the country. Yet I most 
earnestly hope the banks may be able to accomplish 
the object. But, in all this effort, they got no aid 
from government, no succor from government, not 
even a kind word from government. They §¢ 
nothing but denunciation and abuse. They work 
alone, and therefore the attainment of the end 1S the 
more difficult. They hope to reach that end only, 
or mainly, by reduction and curtailment. I, OY 
these means, payment in specie can be resumed ant 
maintained, the result will prove the existence 
great solidity, both of the banks and of the mercal 
tile classes. The bank of England did not accot: 
plish resumption by curtailment alone. She hat 
the direct aid of government. And the banks of the 
United States, in 1816, did not rely on curtailme! 
alone. They had the aid of the then new create 
bank of the United States, and all the countenanc®, 
assistance, and friendly support, which the govell 
ment could give them. Still, I would not discour 
age the efforts of the banks. I trust they will ah 
ceed, and that they will resume specie payments 
the earliest practicable moment; but it 1s, at oi 
same time, my full conviction, that, by another a! 


a better course of public policy, the government 
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Mr. President, you and I were in congress, in 
1816, during the time of the suspension of specie 

ayments by the banks. What was the spirit of the 
vovernment at that time, sii? Was it hostile, acri- 
monious, belligerant towards the state institutions? 
Did it look on them only to frown? Did it touch 
them only to distress? 1 it 
the scourge? You know, sir, it was far otherwise. 
You know, that the secretary of that day entered 
into friendly correspondence with them, and assur- 
ed them that he would second their efforts, for re- 
sumption, by all the means in his power. You 
know, sir, that, in fact, he did render most essen- 
tial aid. And do you see, sir, any similar effort 
now? Do you behold, in the bill before us, any 
thins of the spirit, or the policy, of Mr. Madi- 
son, on an occasion very like the present. Mr. 
Madison was a man of such subdued self-respect, 
that he was willing to yield to experience and to 
the opinion of his country; a man, too, of so much 
wisdom and true patriotism, that nothing was al- 
lowed to stand between him, and his clear percep- 
tion ofthe public good. Do you see, sir, any thing 
of this spirit,—of the wisdom, of the mild, and heal- 
ing, restoring policy, of Mr. Madison, in this mea- 
sure? Another illustrious man, now numbered 
with the dead, was then with us, and was acting an 
important part, in the councils of the country. I 
mean Mr. Lowndes; a man not deficient in force and 
genius, but still more distinguished for that large 
and comprehensive view of things, which is more 
necessary to make great men, and is also much rarer, 
than mere positive talent,—and for an impartial, 
well balanced judgment, which kept him free from 
prejudice and error, and which gave great and just 
influence to all his opinions. Do you see, sir, any 
thing of the spirit, the temper, the cocl judgment, 
or the long-sighted policy of Mr. Lowndes, in all 
that isnow before us? And Mr. Crawford, then at 
the head of the treasury, arduously striving to re- 
store the finances, to re-establish both public and 
private credit, and to place the currency, once more, 
upon its safe and proper foundation; do you see, sir, 
the marks of Mr. Crawford’s bands in the measure 
now presented for our approbation? 

Mr. President, I have little tosay of the subordi 
nate provisions of this bill, ofthe receivers-general, | 
or of the dangerous power, given to the secretary, 
of investing the public money in state stocks of his 
own selection. My opposition to the bill is to the 
Whole of it. It is general, uncompromising, and de 
cided. I oppose all its ends, objects, and purposes; 
I oppose all its means, its inventions, and its con- 
trivances. I am opposed to the separation of go- 
Vernment and the people; 1am opposed, now and 
atall times, to an exclusive metallic currency; I 
am opposed to the spirit in which the measure orig- 
inates, and to alland every emanation and ebullition 
of that spirit. I solemnly declare, that in thus stu- 
dying our own safety, and renouncing all care over 
the general currency, we are, in my opinion, aban- | 


nd individual distress. 





our constitutional duties. If, sir, we were, at this 
moment, at war with a powerful enemy, and if his 
lets and armies were now ravaging our shores, and 
it were proposed in congress to take care of our- 
Selves, to defend the capitol, and abandon the coun- 
try to its fate, it would be, certainly, a more strik- 
Ing, a more flagrant and daring, but in my judg- 
ment not a more clear and manifest dereliction of 
duty, than we commit in this open and professed 
abandonment of our constitutional power and consti- 
tutional duty, over the great interest of the national 
currency. J mean to inaintain that constitutional 
power, and that constitutional duty, to the last. It 
shall not be with my consent that our ancient po- 
licy shall be overturned. It shall not be with my 
Consent that the country shall be plunged further | 
and further into the unfathomed depths of new ex- 
pedients, 

It shall not be, without a voice of remonstrance 
rom me, that one great and important purpose for 
Which this government was framed, shall now be 
Strrendered and abandoned forever. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 
February 23. After the presentation of petitions, 





on; and that, by government aid, it which lies over one day, calling on the secretary of 

- ht be brought about with infinitely less of public | the treasury for statements of the whole number of 
might . acres of the public lands granted to each of the 
resumption of specie payments, there |states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, Mis- 
ted a revival of trust, the restoration | sissippi, Louisiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Ark- 
ence, and aharmonious action, between the | ansas, with the particulars; the number of acres sold 
t and the moneyed institutions of the |in said states at public or private sale, the number 
instead of efforts to inspire trust |remaining unsold, distinguishing between Indian 
te confidence, we see and hear nothing but | and other lands, and the number of acres sold in 
ation; instead of harmonious action, we find | Indiana, with the amount received from those sales. 


Did it put them all under lieutenant William Russworm, the heirs of doctor 


largest size. 


doning one of the plainest and most important of | ject. 


that the great importance of the ineasure was ad- 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, submitted a resolution, 


The unfavorable reports on the claims of Andrew 
King, and the widow of Thomas Cogswell, were 
taken ~ and agreed to. 

The bill to provide for issuing patents to certain 
lands at Green Bay, Wisconsin, and the bills for 
the relief of Robert Dickey, Joseph Hall, Albion 
T. Crow, the heirs of John Hawkins, the heirs of 


William Rumsey, the heirs of Nathan Peter and 
William Adams, and the owners of the brig De- 
spatch and cargo, were severally read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill to authorize the examination and test of 
Samuel Raub’s double safe-acting safety valve, was 
taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Davis, again laid 
on the table, on the ground that a general bill iu- 
thorizing experiments on steam boilers, &c. had 
already passed the senate. 

The senate resuined the consideration of the 
sub-treasury bill, and Mr. Rives’s substitute. 

Mr. Brown spoke till half past four o’clock in 
favor of the bill. 

After an executive session, (moved by Mr. 
Grundy, ) 

The senate adjourned till Monday. 

February 26. The chair communicated a letter 

from the secretary of the treasury, in answer to a 
resolution of the senate of the 22d instant, direct- 
ing him to communicate the report of E. and G. 
W. Blunt, of New York, relative to the construc- 
tion and improvement of light-houses, stating that 
no such communication had been received at his 
office, nor at the office of the fifth auditor. 
Also, a report froin the same, transmitting, in 
compliance with the provisions of the acts for the 
establishment of the treasury, war, and navy de- 
partments, a list of contracts entered into for the 
year 1837: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the war department, trans- 
mitting, in compliance of a resolution of the senate, 
a map of the military road from Saginaw and Macki- 
naw; which, on motion of Mr. Lyon, was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Trotter presented the memorial of the legisla- 
ture of Mississippi, praying congress to ratify and 
confirm certain pre-emption claims under the act 
of June, 1834: referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

Mr. Smith, of Indian, presented a memorial, 
signed by seventy-four of the tnembers of the gene- 
ral assembly of the state of Ohio, praying congress 
to appropriate a portion of the public funds in a 
subscription for a part of the capital stock of the 
Jetfersonville and New Albany canal company, in- 
corporated by the state of Indiana, to constructa 
canal around the falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, 
of sufficient capacity to pass steamboats of the 


Mr. S. said he had before had the honor to intro- 
duce, memorials, numerously signed by the busi- 
ness menof Wheeling and Cincinnati, on this sub- 
Those memorials had been printed, and re- 
ferred to the committee on roads and canals. He 
(Mr. S.) would only say, on the present occasion, 


mitted and felt by the whole western country. 

On motion of Mr. ‘ e memorial was referred 
to the committee on roaus and canals. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, presented the memorial of 
the inhabitants of township three, range nine west, 
of Huntsville, Alabama, representing that the 16th 
section, reserved for schools, in that township is 


to the senate, tables of the rates of exchange, for- 
eign and domestic, and of the price of bank notes 
at different periods, from such materials as are in 
the department, and such others as can be conve- 
niently procured. 


On motion of Mr. Wall, the senate took up and 
considered as in committee of the whole, the bill 
for the establishment of a port of entry at Jersey 
city; and, after brief explanations from Messrs. 
Wall and King, it was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives .. Mr. Franklin, the clerk, announcing 
the death of the honorable Jonathan Cilley, a mem- 
ber of the house from the state of Maine, and stat- 
ing that the funeral would take place from the hall 
of the house to. morrow at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. Williams rose and addressed the senate as 
follows: 

Mr. President: I came into the senate this morn- 
ing, exhausted and overwhelmed, to perform the 
melancholy duty of announcing to you and to the 
senate of the United States the sudden and lament- 
ed death of my friend and colleague the honorable 
Jonathan Cilley, a representative from Maine, in 
the congress of the United States. 

At the last adjournment of the senate, Mr. Cil- 
ley was in perfect health, fullof hope and expecta- 
tion of making himself useful in asserting and vin- 
dicating the vioiated rights of his state, and of dis- 
tinguishing himself in the great questions which 
now so deeply agitate the public mind; full of zeal 
and ardent patriotism; and of devotion to the great 
cause of human liberty and of human rights, he con- 
sidered that a crisis had arisen when his country 
had a right to claim the services of her sons. He 
obeyed the call of his constituents, relinquishing 
the enjoyments of the domestic circle of a wife 
and three children. He is now a lifeless corpse; 
all his hopes are blasted and destroyed, and his con- 
stituents are deprived of the services of an able and 
faithful representative. 

Mr. Cilley was a native’of New Hampshire, and 
belonged to one of the most ancient and respectable 
families in that state. Patriotism and bravery were 
his inheritance. His grandfather was the distin- 
guished patriot and brave officer of the revolution; 
general Cilley; and his brother, captain Joseph 
Cilley, was the gallant leader of the heroic charge 
under colonel Miller, at the battle of Bridgewater 
heights, in the last war. 

The deceased was a graduate of Bowdoin col- 
lege, in Maine, and by his superior talents and ap- 
plication attained a high standing at the bar in that 
state. He was a good lawyer, an able advocate, 
and a powerful debater. 

From early life Mr. Cilley was ardently attached 
to the principles of free government; a zealous ad- 
vocate of the rights of the whole people, and a de- 
termined opponent of the claim of the few to tyran- 
nise over the many. 


In 1832, Mr. Cilley was elected to the house of 
representatives in Maine, and in 1835 and 1836 
was speaker of that body, where his talents and 
love of country became so conspicuous, that in 
1837 he was elected to congress in a district in 
which the majority were his political apponents. 

Of his conduct here I need not speak, for all who 
hear me, al] who knew Mr. Cillley in the other end 
of the capitol, will bear testimony of his ability, to 
his open, frank, and determined course, to the high 
order of his talents aad powers as a debater, and 
to the respect and deference he paid to the rights 
of others. 

Asa man, Mr. Cilley was warm, ardent, gene- 
rous, noble; as a friend, true, faithful, abiding. He 
was in the meridian of his life, aged 35: the past 
was the earnest of the future. 

In his death Maine has lost one of her hrightest 
ornaments, and the nation is bereft of a devoted 
patriot, and an ardent, zealous supporter of its free 
institutions. 





sterile and unproductive, and praying a grant of 
other lands in lieu of the same: which was referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Benton presented the memorial of sundry in- 
habitants of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying congress 
to take measures to prevent the re-issue of the notes 


committee on finance. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, asking congress 
to establish a dry dock at that place, and settin 
forth strong reasons why such an establishment 
should exist there: referred to the committee on 
naval affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 











memorials, &c. 


directed to cause to be prepared and communicated 


of the old bank of the United States: referred to the | 








The sun which set upon the lifeless corpse of my 
late friend and colleague, rose bright and cheering 
‘upon his distant fireside circle, and the wife of his 
bosom blest its gladsome beams, and told her inno- 
cent children that it brought the return of their 
father one dav nearer. 

Alas! nor wife nor children shall see him more. 
Who shall now penetrate that bereaved mansion, 
and witness the tears, the agony, the distraction of 
'the widow and the fatherless? Mv. president, I 
cannot. May the Father of all Mercies be their 





& | comforter and their support. 


| Of the canse and mazner of th» death of Mr. 
Cilley, I forbear to speak; but allow me to say, 
| that it is my solemn conviction that he entertained 
no ill will, and intended no disrespect to Mr Graves, 
fe any thing that occurred; and that in accepting 
the call, he did nothing more than he believed in- 
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dispensable toavoid disgrace to himself, to his fam- 
ily, and to his constituents, 
Mr. Williams then submitted the following reso- 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, unanimously, That the senate will at- 
tend the funeral of the honorable Jonathan Cilley, 


. . . : ! 
late a mnember of the house of representatives, from 


the state of Maine, at the hour of twelve o’clock 
to-morrow, and asa testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, they will go into mournibg 
by wearing crape round the left arm for thirty days. 

And, as an additional mark of respect to the 
memory of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the senate do now adjourn. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 27. The senate assembled at 12 o’clock, 
> gm to adjournment; and after the journal was 
read, 

Mr. White rose and said, that in order that the 
senate might carry into effect the resolution adopt- 
ed yesterday, in relation to attending the funeral of 
the deceased member from Maine, he would move 
that the senate adjourn; which motion being con- 
curred in, 

The senate adjourned until to morrow, at twelve 
o’clock. 

February 28.—'The following petitions, &c. were 
presented: 

By Mr. Webster: from a number of citizens of 
New York, praying congress to take into their se- 
rious consideration the condition of the currency, 


and establish a bank of the United States, for the | 


purpose of restoring the currency to its former 
sound condition. J.aid on the table. 

Also, from Daniel A. Brown, in relation to the 

reservation, &c. of timber for the navy of the 
nited States. Referred. 

By Mr Buchanan: the proceedings of a meeting 
of the “democratic” citizens of Philadelphia coun- 
ty, requesting him to disobey his legislative in- 
structions in regara to the sub-treasury scheme.— 
Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

{Mr. Buchanan, in presenting these proceedings, 
said he regretted he could not comply with the re- 
quest of the democratic delegation of the county 
of Philadelphia, that he should pay no regard to the 
instructing resolution of the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania. 
fixed, and could not be changed by any human 
power, except the legislature itse!f; and, much as 


he respected the source from which this request | 
emanated—and it was worthy of all respect—he | 
could only refer the delegates to the remarks which | 


he bad made in the senate, some days ayo, on pre- 
senting the resolution of instruction, as a fair ex- 
position of his views on the subject. 


rather than obeyed; but friends whose opinion he 
valued bad convinced hiin it was a case for obe- 
dience, and not for resignation. He was sorry to 
be placed in this position, because there was no 
nan in the country who, as an individual, was more 
decidedly and strongly in favor of a separation be- 
tween the banks and the government than he was 
himself. } 

By Mr. Allen: praying the repeal of postage on 
newspapers not sent beyond the limits of any one 
county. Referred. 

By Mr. Wall: against the admission of Texas. 
Laid on the table. 


Also, the proceedings of a public meeting of | 


citizens of New Jersey, assembled at Newark, in 
which Mr. W. said they had expressed their opin- 
ions in relation to a variety of public inatters, from 
which Mr. W. differed, though he considered the 
meeting highly respectable. Laid on the tabie, and 
ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. Young: numerous petitions from Illinois, 
in relation to mail routes. Referred. 

Also, various petitions in regard to pre-emption 
rights. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a petition asking a grant of land for the 
improvement of Fox river. Referred. 

By Mr. While: from citizens of Sevier county, 
Tennessee, asking fora new mail route from Se- 
vier court house to South Carolina. Referred. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama: resolutions of the le- 
gislature of Alabama in favor of the annexation of 
Texas to the union. Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

By Messrs. Wail, Lyon, Mouton, and Niles: on 
individual claims. 

Mr. Robbins, from the committee on the library, 
reported a joint resolution, authorizing the secreta- 
ry of the senate and clerk of the house to subscribe 
for ten numbers of Niles’ Register for each of 
the members of congress, (to be delivered every 
weck,) provided that the editor would consent 
to publish the proceedings of congress, with the 
yeas and nays on each qnestion so taken, and 
also a supplement at the end of the session, con- 


On this subject bis determination was | 


Had he con- | 
sulted his own feelings, he should have resigned | 


, taining all public and private laws of congress, trea- 
_ ties, &c. and furnish to each member one copy of 
|this supplement free of charge. 

The resolution having been read once, 

Mr. Benton said he hoped this business wonld 
stop at once. He called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of ordering it to a second reading. 

Mr. Robbins moved that the resolution be said on 
the table. 

Mr. Benton: Never to be called up again? 

Mr. Rodbins: I shall consent to no such thing. 

Mr. Benton: Then I move that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The question on laying on the table having pre- 
cedence, was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. While, the special committee on 
the case of Mr. Ruggles, were authorized to em- 
ploy a clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the committee on the 
judiciary were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of appointing a s»parate judge for the west- 
ern district of Louisiana. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 

For the relief of the heirs of Nathan Peter, and 
William Adams; for the relief of the owners of the 
brig Despatch and cargo; authorizing the issuing of 
patents to certain lands at Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
|establishing a port of entry at Jersey city, New 
| Jersey. 
| And the bill to establish two additional land dis- 
tricts in Wisconsin, west of the Mississippi. 

[An amendment to this bill, formerly offered by 
Mr. Sevier, for making one land district instead of 
two, was discussed by Messrs. Sevier, Young, 
Walker, Lyon, Clay, of Alabama, and king, and 
rejected. ] 

Mr. Prentiss gave notice that he should, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in a bill to prohibit, under 
suitable penalties, the giving and receiving, within 
this district, of a challenge to fight a duel. 

The senate then resumed the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Davis rose and addressed the senate in oppo- 
sition to this measure’ ti!l near 4 o’clock, particu- 
larly aiming to show that the late and present ad- 
ministrations have had in view as the main and 
paramount object of all their financial measures, 
the establishment of a government bank, resting on 
the public revenue. Before he had concluded, he 
gave way to a motion to adjourn, and 

The senate adjourned. 











| 

| 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

| Friday, February 23. In answer to a question, 
| proposed to the chairman of the committee of 
| ways and means, by Mr. Pickens, 

Mr. Cambreleng said that that committee in the 
course of the ensuing week, would report a bill for 
the keeping and disbursing the public revenue. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, gave notice (as chair- 
man of the committee on the juciciiry) that, im- 
mediately after the neutrality bill should be dispos- 
ed of, he should move to take up the bill to prevent 
the abatement of suits, &c. against the late Bank 
of the United States. 
| Mr. Howard, by leave, moved that the house, at 
one o’clock this day, do take up the bill for the 
preservation of neutral relations; which motion 
was agreed to. 

A number of reports from committees were re- 
ceived, which will be duly noticed in their progress. 

A few resolutions of minor importance having 
been offered, 

Mr Reed asked leave to oer a resolution grant- 
ing the use of the hall tothe congressional tempe- 
rance society on Tuesday evening next; objection 
being made, 

Mr. Reed moved a suspension of the rule, in or- 
der to enable him to offer the resolution; this mo- 
tion prevailed by a vote of more than two-thirds— 
ayes 91, noes 38. 

The question being upon the adoption of the re- 
solution, 

Mr. Boon demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were not ordered; and the resolution was adopted 
without a division. 
| The hour of one o’clock having arrived, the neu- 
| trality bill was again taken up and considered. 
| The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Bell, to commit the bill to the committee of 
the whole, with instructions to report a substitute, 
which he sent to the chair yesterday. 
| The debate was continued by Messrs. Palton, 
| Taylor, Howard, Dunn, McKay, Haynes, Bell, Ro- 
| berlson, Wise, Mercer, and Adams ; when. withont 
}eoming to any decision upon either amendment 





| 
| 





pronosed. the house, on motion, adjourned, at half 


| past 4 o’clock. 

| Saturday, Feb. 24. 
, lon. 

| Resolved, That the clerk of the house of repre- 


On motion of Mr. Worthing- 


: Sn 
Sentatives cause 2,000 copies of the suryey Me 
chart of the harbor of Havre de Grace and nor " 
_of the Susquehannah and head waters of the Chea 
| peake bay, communicated to the house on the Pi 
‘of February, 1837, from the war department, to j, 
|lithographed on a reduced scale, for the use of t} : 
i house. ' 

Several committees having made reports, whic 
will be duly noticed hereafter, 7 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting informa 
tion called for by the house on the 19th ingt in 
relation to the land ceded to the United States by 
the Shawnee Indians, under the treaty of Way 
konetta, and the amount due to said India; 
account of said cession. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter fro, 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting the infoy. 
mation called for on the 19th instant, in relation {, 
the survey of the St. Helena bar, South Caroling. 

The resolution offered on a former day by My. 
Wm. Cost Johnson, proposing the appointment of 
a committee to inquire into the expediency of 
making a further appropriation of public lands fo, 
the purposes of education, being taken up— 

Mr, J. took the floor, and modified his motjoy 
so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That each of the United States has ay 
equal right to participate in the benefit of the pup. 
lic lands, the common property of the union. 

Resolved, That each of the states in whose fayor 
congress have not made appropriations of land for 
the purposes of education are entitled to such ap. 
propriations as will correspond in a just propor. 
tion with those heretofore made in favor of other 
states. 

Resolved, That the committee of ——— report 
a bill making an increased appropriation of the 
public lands, the property of the United States, 
yet unappropriated to all the states and territories 
of the union for the purposes of free schools, acade- 
|mies, and the promoting and diffusion of education 
in every part of the United States. 

Mr. J. then commenced and made some progress 
In his remarks, in support of this resotution, when 
they were cut off by the arrival of the hour for the 
orders of the day. 

The pending question was the same as on yes- 
terday, and the debate was resumed and continued 
by Messrs. Crockett, Whitilesey, of Connecticut, 
Garland, of Virginia, Rencher, Halsted, Toucey, 
and Petrikin; which last named gentleman moved 
the previous question, upon engrossing the amend- 
| ment, agreed to; (limiting the operation of the bill 
;to January, 1840,) and another, inserting at the 
end of the second section the words ‘‘cther than 
ports or places within such conterminous state or 
territory,” and to engross the bill for a third read- 
ing. 

Upon the first count, for seconding the motion 
for the previous question, the ayes were 64, and 
the nays 43. No quornm. 

The speaker then said that there was evidently 
a quorum present, and desired members to vote 
upon one side or the other. | 

Mr. Robertson moved (unsuccessfully) for a cail 
of the house. 

The house was then counted again (by tellers) 
and the call for the previous question was sustain- 
ed. Ayes 83, noes 51. So the motion was s¢- 
conded, 

The previous question was then decided in the 
affirmative; and the bill, as amended, was _ read, 4 
the request of Mr. Pation, who remarked that the 
bill as it stood amended, purposed to prohibit the 
trade with Canada. 

The bill being read, as amended, ' 

Mr. Fillmore asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered: and the question on ordering the 
bill, as amended, to a third reading was decided as 
follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bruyn, Cambreleng, 
T. J. Carter, Chapman, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Curtis, Cushman, 
Davies, De Graff, Evans, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Fry, Glascock, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Hat- 
mond, Haynes, Hotiman, Hopkins, Howard, W. 
C. Jobnson, Klingensmith, Legare, Lincoln, Jams 
M. Mason, Martin, Maxwell, Me Kay, Robert Me- 
Clellan, Abraham Mec Cle!lan, Mc Kim, Mc Ken- 
nan, Millizan, Miller, Morgan, S. W. Morris, 
ble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Paynter, Pearce: 
Pennybacker, Potter, Pratt, Rariden, Rencher 
Ridgway, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Stuarl 
Thomas, Titus, Toncey, Turncy, Weeks, Elisha 
Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, L. Williams, J. W- 
Williams, S. L. Williams, Worthington—76. 

NAYS—Messrs Adams, Alexander, H. ~ 968 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Boon, Borden, Bou 
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— 2 ee rter, Casey, Climbers, Chaney, Ciark, Ciow- { duce a deep sensation in Maine, and indeed through- ov ards, Elinore, Evans, Leverett, Fairfield, Fletcher, 
and mane - ~ Crockett, Davee, Deberry, Dennis, Droingoole. out the whole country, no one can doubt: but the | Fry, Gallup, Glascock, Goode, Grantland, Grant, 
the kg gz be Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gallup, J. Gar- | annunciation of the dreadful fact to the partner of | Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Hastings, 
On the 29 fe at J. Graham, William Graham, Grant, Hall, | his bosom, sitting in the midst of the young pledg- | Haynes, Henry, Hopkins, Hubley, N. Jones, Kil- 
nent, to be ‘ are Harlan, Harper, Henry, Herod, Holsey, | es of their mutual affection, little dreaming of the| gore, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, Mar- 
Use of the 3 ait T. Hunter, J. Jackson, Henry Johnson, Jo- | blow that awaits her, it is shocking to contemplate. | tin, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, A. Mc- 
" Rh. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Lawler,| No one can think of it but with feelings of the| Clellan, McKim, Milligan, Miller, Montgomery, 

arts, Which os sos Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, | most poignant and heartfelt grief. May ‘ He who | Morgan, M. Morris, S. W. Morris, C. Morris, 
" Le Mercer, Mitchell, Montgomery, Calvary | tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,” and who| Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Paynter, 
letter from pee Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton, | ‘ will not break the bruised reed,” give her that | Peck, Petrikin, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Prentiss, 
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rikin, Phillips, Plumer, Pope, Potts, 
Lesh sh Roba. Rives, iedberieon, Diveyer.Bhields, 
eee , Sinith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, 
pest i Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Under- 
stom, Albert S. White, Sherrod Williams, Yell, 
" e—88. , 

10 the bill was rejected. 

When this decision was announced— 

Mr. Patton rose, and intimating that the vote 
‘net taken could not be considered as expressing the 
He of the house on the expediency of legislating 
in some way upon thie subject to which the bill re- 
ferred, but rather as proving the force of the objec- 
tions taken to the form of the bill, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken; in which motion 
he was supported by Mr. Tillinghast. 

Mr. Howard then proposed an ainendinent, which 
he sent to the chair, and which was read. 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, moved to refer the bill and 
amendment to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. obertson, of Va. moved the reference to 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Aftera few remarks by Mr. Biddle on the merits 
of the question embraced in the bill, 

The motion to refer to the committee on the ju- 
diciary was lost; 54 in the affirmative, nays not 
counted. 











The motion to recommit the bill to the commnit- | 


consolation and support which she needs, and| 
which no earthly power can give. | 
With this brief and imperfect announcement, [| 
beg leave to submit the following resolutions: | 
Resolved, That the members of this house will, 
attend the faneral of Jonathan Cilley, deceased, 
late a urember of the house from the state of Maine, | 
at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 


} 


Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rhett, Richardson, 
Ridgway, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, C. Shepard, 
Sheplor, Slade, Smith, Spencer, Stuart, Stratton, 
Tillinghast, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vanderveer, 
Weeks, A. 8. White, E. Whittlesey, T T. Whit- 
tlesey, L. Williams, J. W. Williams, Worthington, 
Yell, Yorke—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell. J. Calhoon, W. B. Camp- 
bell, W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheathain, Crans- 





order fur superintending the funeral of Jonathan | ton, Dawson, Ewing, James Garland, J. Graham, 
Cilley, deceased. | Harlan, Harper, Hawes, R. M. T. Hunter, W. C. 
| 


Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
house will testify their respect for the memory of 


Jonathan Cilley, by wearing crape on the left arin 


for thirty days. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fairfield, the house then ad- 
journed till 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

Tuesday, February 27. 
ant to adjournment, at 12 o’clock, for the purpose 
of attending the funeral obsequies of the honorable 
Jonathan Cilley, late a representative in congress 
from the state of Maine. 

The committee of arrangements, pall-bearers, 
and mourners, attended at the late residence of the 
deceased, at Mr. Birth’s, at 11 o’clock, a. m. at 
which time the remains were removed, in charge 
of the committee of arrangements, attended by the 


The house met, pursu- | 


Johnson, Mallory, J. M. Mason, 8. Mason, Me- 
_Kennen, Mitchell, Robertson, Sergeant, Shields, 
pry oon Southgate, Taliaferro, John White, Sher- 
rod Williams. J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams—31. 

There being more than two-thirds in the affirma- 
tive, the rnles were suspended, and leave given to 
introduce the resolution, which was ayain read at 
the clerks table. 

Mr. Fairfield then said that, entertaining the 
views and feelings which he did in reference to the 
awful tragedy to which the resolution referred, he 
could not refrain from offering it to the house. 
Had he refused to do so, the voice of his colleague’s 
| blood would call to him from the ground. His col- 
league and friend had been deprived of life in a 
_manner and under circumstances which demanded 
|investigation; it was due to the family of the de- 





tee on foreign affairs was carried; 85 in the affirma- | sergeant-at-arms of the house of representatives, | ceased, it was due from members to themselves, 


tive, nays net counted. 


‘to the hall, where the funeral service was perform-| to the country, to humanity, and to God. He 


Mr. Cambreleng gave notice that, on Monday | ed by the reverend Mr. Slicer, and the discourse | trusted that no member on that floor would shrink 
next, he should ask the house to proceed (at one | preached by the reverend Mr. Reese. 


o’clock) to the consideration of the appropriation | 
' 


bills. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment of contracts made in the treasury depart- 
ment during the year 1837; a statement of con- 


tracts relative to light-houses, beacon-lights, &c.; | 


a statement of payments made according to law at 
the treasury of the United States during the year 
1837, for the discharge of miscellaneous claims, 
and a statement of expenditures from the marine 
hospital fund for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen. 

Then the house, on motion, adjourned, at a quar- 
ter before 4 o’clock. 

Monday, February 26. 
was read, 

Mr. Fuirfield rose and addressed the house as 
follows : 

Mr. Speaker: An event has oecurred since our 
last adjournment, which has spread a deep gloom 
over this community, and deprived this body of one 
of its most valuable members. I allude, sir, to the 
death of my late colleague, the honorable Jonathan 
Cilley, which, it is my painful duty to announce, 
took place on Saturday last near this city. One 
hour we saw him in full Jife, standing in the midst 
of us in all the pride and vigor of manhood ; the 
next, a helpless, inanimate corpse. It is a case, 
sir, most melancholy and heart-rending in all its 
circumstances, (of which, however, this is not the 
occasion to speak” and brings home to our minds, 
With peenliar einphasis, the trite but solemn truth, 
that “in the midst of life we are in death.” 

My deceased colleague was a man of uncommon 
talents. His mind was strung, vigorous, well stor- 
ed, and well disciplined. He had, moreover, that 
indomitable spirit of perseverance in all the pur- 


As soon as the journal 


suits of an elevated and honorable ambition, which 


Would not rest satisfied with low attainments. He 
partook largely, too, of that fearless patriotism of 
his ancestors, which made them “pour out their 
blood like water,” in the war of the revolution, 
and which also displayed itself in the brave and 
chivalrous conduct of an only brother during the 
late war. 


His fellow-citizens has often elected him to places 


of honor and trust in the state of his adoption, and | 


ad now given him a seat among the representa- 
lives of the nation ; among us, who are now spared 
to deplore his abruntand tragical removal. Though 
he had not long been a member of this body, he 
aul established an enviable and an enduring repu- 
lation. His ready powers of debate, his warm and 
fervid eloquence, his manly bearing towards oppo- 
hents, and courteous demeanor to all, will be rea- 
dily acknowledged, and long remembered, by the 
members of this house. 
Hat his sudden and melancholy death will pro- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The funeral procession then moved from the hall 
of the house of representatives to the place of in- 
terment, in the following order: 

The chaplains of both houses. 
Committee of arrangements, viz: 
Mr. Evans, of Maine. 
Mr. Atherton, of N. H. Mr. Coles, of Va. 

Mr. Connor, of N. C. Mr. Johnson, of La. 
Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, Mr. Fillmore, of N. Y. 
Pall bearers, viz: 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, Mr. Camphell, of S.C. 

Mr. Williams, of N. H. Mr. White, of Indiana, 

Mr. Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Martin, of Ala. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 


| The members of the house of representatives and 


senators from Maine, as mourners. 
The sergeant-at-armsofthe house of representatives. 


speaker and clerk. 

The sergeant-at-arms of the senate. 

The senate of the United States, preceded by the 
vice president and their secretary. 
The president of the United States. 
The heads of departments. 
Judges of the supreme court, and its officers. 
Foreign ministers. 
Citizens and strangers. 

Wednesday, Feb.28. Immediately after the read- 
ing of the journal, 

Mr. Fairfield, of Maine, asked leave to offer a 
resolution, which was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 

‘*Resolved, That a committee consisting of seven 
members be appointed to investigate the causes 
which led to the death of the honorable Jonathan 
Cilley, late a member of this house, and the cir- 
cumstances connected therewith, and to report 
thereon to this house.”’ 

«<fesolved, That said committee have power to 


during the sessions of the house.” 
Mr. Bell objecting to its reception at this time, 


allow of his offering the resolution at this time. 
Mr. Bell stated that he had objected only because 
he thought it better to postpone any action in rela- 
tion to the subject referred to for a few days, until 
existing excitement should have had time to sub- 
side. 
Mr. Parker, of New York, demanded the yeas 


they were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
len, Anderson, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, 


Cambreleng, Casey, Clark, Coles, Craig, Crary, 





Cushman, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dunn, Ed- 


The house of representatives, preceded by their| 


send for persons and papers, and have leave to sit | 


Mr. Fairfield moved a suspension of the rules, to’ 


and nays on the question of suspending the rule;, 


Bouldin, Briggs, Broadhead, Brnyn,W. B. Calhoun, | 


from such a proposal. For, aside from the peculiar 
circumstances of the present case, an oppurtunity 
was presented which he should suppose every good 
man would promptly and gladly embrace, to yut 
down the barbarous and disgraceful practice of 
duelling, a practice which wantonly violated the 
laws of God, which outraged the best feelings of 
our nature,which was unworthy of the age ofcivil- 
|ization in which we live. Hetrusted that the ef- 
forts of every friend of his species would be united 
in an endeavor to suppress a practice like this. 

Under the peculiar and distressing circumstances, 
however, of the present case, the deceased havin 
been Mr. I’.’s colleague and personal friend, shou'd 
the house agree to pass the resolution, he hoped the 
speaker would waive the usual practice which, 
|from courtesy, was supposed to require that the 
/hame of a mover for a select committee should be 
placed at the head of such committee, when ap- 
pointed by the chair, and would not put him on 
the committee at all. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson, of Md., said that he hal voted 
against the motion to suspend the rules,because, on 
hearing the resolution read, he had te:n at cnce con- 
vinced that its adoption would effect no possible 
good, or lead to any satisfactory result. No one cou'd 
grieve more over the calamity which had befallen 
'the mover of the resolution, and all the other 
| friends of him whose death they all mourned, 
| than himself, but he had opposed the introdution of 
| this resolution becanse he did not know what power 
congress possessed to suppress duelling. As a 
moralist, he lamented, as all must lament, that the 
state of society was supposed to be such as to san.c- 
tion such a dreadful resort. None could be more 
sorry that appeals of that description were thought 
to be necessary. Butstill, he must ask, what good 
would be effected by the proposed ingniry? The 
morning papers contained a detailed statement of 
all the particulars of this melancholly affair; the 
house was already thus possessed of all the facts 
and circumstances of the case. And where was its 
power, under the constitution, to enact an anti- 
dnelling law? Todo that was the right of the states. 
| Many of the states had enacted such laws; it was 
| fully within the pale of their jurisdiction -to do so: 
but any like attempt on the part of congress would 
be a usurpation of power. It was, by the consti- 
tution, leit to the state to purify tbe morals of their 
own citizens, and proteet their lives and character. 

He had voted against the suspension, and should 
vote against the resolution, for another reason. By 
voting in favor of a measure like this, he should 
consider himself as reflecting on all the parties in 
any way concerned in this transaction; it implied 
a reflection on the prudence, judgement, and wis- 
dom of both the parties. Had any fraud, any de- 
ception, any moral delinquincy of any sort, any 
‘thing that wonld justify a vote of expulsion, been 
| imputed to either of the parties cr of their friends 
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in this matter? If any gentleman would rise in his 
place, and state such an act; if he would show that 
any one of those concerned had violated the rules 
of honor, and those attributes which should ever 
distinguish the character of a gentleman on that 
floor, and would make his name known to that 
house, Mr. J. would promptly go for any measure 
which might be required to punish him. Not only 
would he vote for a committee of inquiry, but for 
the instant expulsion of such a person trom that 
house; nay, were it in his power, he would expel 
such a being from off the face of the earth. Was 
there any gentleman who would rise in his place 
and assert this? If there was none; what right had 
the house to yield to its sympathies, contrary to the 
rules of the house and the provisions of the consti- 
tution? What right had they to pursue a man into 
the private relations of life, and erect a committee 
of their number into a court of honor, to ferret out 
the private doings of members, when not acting in 
their public and official character? Occurrences 
which took place in presence of the house, on its 
floor, they had a right to notice; though, even with 
respect to these, the line was delicate which mark- 
ed their right of control. But to constitute such a 
committee of inquiry as was now proposed, in- 
stead of tending to quench the flames of discord, 
sooth irritation, and lead, from reflection on the 
past, to any improvement in the future, by render- 
ing gentlemen more cautious and guarded in their 
language towards each other, would, on the con- 
trary, prove the fruitful source of new strifes and 
collisions. The duty to be assigned to the commit- 
tee was one of very delicate and difficult character; 
any committee who should attempt the discharge 
of it would soon find that they had need to prepare 
themselves with strong nerves and well braced. 
For his own part, he never would consent to serve 
on such a committee unless, at the very outset, he 
arined himself for encounters. 


In taking this course, Mr. J. was actuated by no 
previous concert. He had not seen or conversed 
with a single one of those who had been on the 
field of the late melancholy contest. If the im- 
prudence of the friend of the parties on either side, 
their indiscretion, or mistake, had led to the catas- 
trophe which all now so deeply lamented, it was 
matter of deep regret; but it was out of the power 
of the house to cure the case; they could not resus- 
ciate the dead, nor could they offer any effectual 
alleviation to the wounded feelings of his survi- 
ving friends. Every step the committee might 
take would only exasperate public feeling, and sow 
broad-cast the seeds of future occurrences of an 
equally dreadful character. This was his candid 
belief. Though as anxious as any other gentleman 
could be that such reneontres should be prevented 
for all future time, he was well assured this was 
not the course to secure such a result. 


Mr. Parker, of New York, said that he regretted 
to differ from the gentleman from Maryland. He 
had hoped that this resolution would have passed 
without a dissenting voice. While that gentleman 
had been addressing the house, Mr. P. had care- 
fully listened for some good reason for rejecting the 
resolution, but he must say he had heard none. 
The gentleman said that congress had not the con- 
stitutional power to correct the evil of duelling. It 
certainly had within the limits of the District of 
Columbia; and it was not disputed that congress 
had the power to control the action of its own mem- 
bers. The gentleman had further declared that if 
any gentleman would rise in his place and affirm 
that either of the parties concerned had violated 
the laws of honor in this matter, he would vote for 
the resolution. Mr. P. presumed that no gentle- 
man would do so; but the code of honor, as under- 
stood by many, was a very different code from that 
held as such by his constituents. It was enough 
for him, as their representative, to know that the 
whole transaction had been a gross and flagrant 
violation of the laws of God and man. It was the 
duty of the house to take steps which might lead 
to the correction of public opinion, if, indeed, it 
could be true that it upheld suchdoings. Did pub- 
lic opinion sanction such acts? Then it was high 
time that gentlemen should take some means to 
protect their own lives and those of their friends. 
He was one who believed the house to possess 
power to take some steps in this matter which 
would be attended with salutary effect in the com- 
munity. 


It had been further said by the gentleman from 
Maryland (towards whom Mr. P. cherished very 
high respect) that the adoption of the resolution 
proposed would only lead to further broils, and to a 
repetition of acts of the same dreadful character. 
Mr. P. confessed his regret at hearing such a re- 
mark, ‘They had fallen on evil times, indeed, if a 





reason, and of eternal justice on that floor, with- 
out being threatened with a personal attack. 

Mr. Johnson here explained. It had been far 
from his purpose, very far, to say that any gentle- 
man on that floor would be threatened with a per- 
sonal attack. But, should the committee be raised 
and constituted a board of honor to investigate the 
transaction which had occurred, they would very 
probably tread beyond their sphere, and might in- 
scence those whose conduct they should publicly 
censure; and these individuals might then consider 
themselves justified in yielding to personal resent- 
ment. 

If any gentleman, however, would take the 
round that congress had power to suppress duel- 
ing within the District of Columbia, (this affair had 

happened without the Jine,) and would move that 
the committee be instructed to report a bill for that 
purpose, Mr. J. would heartily vote for it. He 
was as ready as any gentleman conld be to set his 
face against the whole system. But as to the pre- 
sent case, it had already happened; no power could 
undo it; and it would be useless to report any bill 
on the matter. 

Mr. Parker resumed. He had not understood 
the gentleman as meaning to say that members act- 
ing on the proposed committee would have reason 
to fear an attack from him, nor did he expressly 
say it was to be feared from others: but Mr. P. 
had been going on to say that members of the com- 
mittee might proceed in their duty without the fear 
of any such attacks. He was, indeed, ready to 
admit, that if the committee should proceed to dis- 
cuss the code of honor, they might perhaps greatly 
differ as to what it required, and these differences 
might lead to collision: but he apprehended that 
the committee, if appointed, would go straight for- 
ward in the discharge of its duty, utterly regard- 
less of all rules of that kind: that they would look 
only to the welfare of the country and the pros- 
perity of the people, without troubling their heads 
about the fine cobweb distinctions of the code of 
honor. It had been said that the facts of this case 
were already before the house, inasmuch as full 
statements had appeared in the public papers. 
That was very true: but it formed no valid reason 
against the appointment of a committee of investi- 
gation. ‘The facts were not known to the house 
officially, so that it could act upon them. The 
matters which had been mentioned in the case of 
The Spy in Washington, had all appeared in the pa- 
pers; yet that did not prevent the house from or- 
dering an official inquiry respecting them. It 
should have the facts of the existing case reported 
from acommittee. Mr. P. was for the resolution. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, observed that there was 
no gentleman on that floor who more deeply re- 
gretted the event which had recently occurred than 
he. He entertained, in regard to it, what he be- 
lieved to be correct sentiments; but he could not 
but think that to raise such a committee as was 
proposed, would only kindle up a flame both with- 
in and without that house. He asked gentlemen 
to pause before they proceeded to take suchastep. 
When he heard the resolution, he had proposed to 
himself the questions, what will be the result of 
such a measure? and what will be the character of 
the action we can found upon it? What benefit 
will it confer on the public interest, or the public 
morals? and he could give no satisfactory answer. 
He admitted that congress might pass an anti- 
duelling law for this district; and such a law he 
would vote for with great pleasure. But why this 
committee? was it that the house might get argu- 
ments to justify itself in passing an anti-duelling 
law? did not all acknowledge the abstract proposi- 
tion, that duelling was wrong? when the general 
principle was already admitted, why inquire into 
one particular case under it? why go beyond the 
limits of constitutional authority to get grounds on 
which to base congressional action? if gentlemen 
wanted a law against duelling in the district of 
Columbia, iet them pass it; but not leap over the 
constitution, and invade the private rights of its 
members. 

Mr. D. said he sympathized with the feeling 
which pervaded the house. He venerated and es- 
teemed the sentiments which had heen uttered by 
the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Fairfield,) and 
responded to them as correct. But let him ask, 
would that gentleman seek to draw the attention 
of the whole American people, not to the subjects 
of public moment which were before congress, but 
to an investigation of the conduct of their repre- 
sentatives in their private and personal relations 
with each other? into their aclions performed as 





private citizens, after they had thrown off and dis- 
connected themselves from the place and duty of a 
representative? what must be the result? it would, | 
it must, be to create a flame that would involve the | 


man might not advocate the cause of truth, of| community. This measure went to compel the|duelling, he would vote against it as totally unne 
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get up an excitement leading to conseqye,.. 
which no man could calculate. It migh {uences 


[ t lea 
results which would, eventually, be thrown be 


upon the members of that house as their ¢ 
This course would never check the evil wh; 
deplored, but might lead to what all would hay 
deep cause to regret. The abstract question wit 
respect to duelling was settled: it need not now c 
discussed: all they did should be prospective, g r 
pecventvn, in‘its character. He asked that i 

ouse would stop now, before it went a step far. 
ther. Why send a committee to sift and measr é 
actions by the code of honor—a code which the 
house did not recognise or know, as Prescribed 
either by the constitution or the law? a code which 
existed merely in the imaginations of a certain por 
tion of the people? would gentlemen direct an jp. 
vestigation according to the requisitions of a cy, 
such as this? and to what end? to increase the pub. 
lic indignation ogee duelling? he feared that was 
not the object. The feelings of the honse, and of 
the community, were quite sufficiently roused 
Let what had passed rather be set down to the ac. 
count of those calamities and disasters Incident to 
human nature, and let the whole matter be buried 
as quick as possible. Mr. D. was actuated by mo. 
tives the most upright and sincere in his course 
upon this occasion. He was opposed, on princi. 
ple, to duelling, although it was very possible that 
circumstances might occur which would drive hin 
to violate his own principles, yet he disapproved 
of it as much as any man, and was desirous as any 
to promote and preserve the peace of the house. 
After a few more remarks of similar tenor, Mr. 
Dawson resumed his seat. Whereupon, 

Mr. Mathias Morris, of Pennsylvania, offered 
the following amendment: 

“And that said committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the means more effectually to suppress 
the practice of duelling, and report a bill for that 
purpose at as early a period as mf be practicable.” 
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ase, 
ch all 


Mr. W. C. Johnson immediately moved the {ol- 
lowing amendment to the amendment, to be ap- 
pended to it as an addition: 

‘‘Resolved, also, that the committee inquire into 
the propriety of regulating the strong personalities 
which members resort to sometimes in debate.” 

Mr. Morris said he had no disposition to prolong 
the discussion, or to take any part in the debate on 
the original resolution. On hearing it read, it had 
Struck him that the resolution did not reach the 
object, which ought to be the prevention of the 
recurrence of like outrages in future. All he had 
in view was to give to the resolution the character 
of prospective legislation, of which it seemed to be 
destitute. 

Mr. Bell had been prepared for what he had 
heard, as he had anticipated the introduction of a 
resolution of some nature, in relation to the late 
unhappy affair. But he had hoped that this step 
would not have been taken until a few days should 
have elapsed, when members would have been 
better qualified than they could be now, to act de- 
liberately and dipassionately. Least of all had he 
expected that such a resolution would be introduc- 
ed to-day. He doubted not it had been done with 
the best and purest intentions, but he could not be- 
lieve that its effects could be any thing but mis- 
chievous. Mr. B. did not mean to oppose the ac- 
tion of the house upon the subject, but the time 
propose‘l for that ection: and he would appeal to 
the good sense of the house as to the propriety of 
postponing the consideration of the subject for 
few days. He deprecated the passion, personall- 
ty, exacerbation, and expressions of strong feeling, 
which he feared must arise out of the discussion of 
this subject. He donbted not that the excitement 
produced by this event was an honest and lauda- 
ble one: and if the object were in reality, to bene- 
fit the country by the prevention of future mis- 
chief, be would beg the house to pause, and to look 
seriously at the probable result. No member 00 
that floor more deeply lamented the late melanche- 
ly event than he did, and no member could be bet- 
ter pleased by the adoption of any practicable 
mode of preventing the recurrence of similar cases. 
But looking at the inevitable consequences, (48 
they presented themselves to his mind,) of present 
action upon this subject, he must entreat the house 
to consent to a postponemnt for one week. He 
made a motion to this effect. 

Mr. Elmore, of South Carolina, said he was very 
unwilling to have participated in this discussio, 
but the remarks made by gentlemen who had pre- 
ceded him rendered it necessary to say one word to 
explain his course, and put this matter on its right 
footing. If, as had been said by some of the gen- 
tlemen who had addressed the house, it was intend- 
ed only to lay the ground-work for a law agains 


cess 
que 


was 


rot 
heré 
it bi 
him 
He 
ces 
law 
gen 
wol 
pre 


unc 


sole 


nt, tUGsnw me Le 2 et 2 See oe Oh Oe fb. Oc oe ae Cf. oe oe 


— 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 3, 1838—-CONGRESS. 15 
































—<—<—-., 
and thus Fossary, and, under present circumstances, very| | Mr. Boon said that he had voted for the suspen |tive step in the as that there was no good 
SEqUEN Ces a to be avoided. But if, on the other hand, it} sion, and shou Id now vote for the resolution, upon | reason for delay. ere the question a final one as 
it lead to zs intended to assert the rights, privileges, and | the ground of its being a matter of privilege, in- to the case proposed to be inquired into, that argu- 
OWN back — the persons of the members of this house, | volving the right of debate in this house. Upon this | ment might apply; butit could not avail in the pre- 
Ir Cause pte in the discharge of their constitutional duties, | ground, and this groundalone, would he vote for it. | sent position of the question. 
Which al} He yecomes a question too high and solemn to allow The chair suggested that the question of post-| He would venture to assert that the time the 
DUI haye it to hesitate one moment in giving it his support. ponement was before the house. committee would take in order to investigate the 
tion with He required no information as to the circuinstan-| Mr. Boon said he should vote against the post- | causes of the late unhappy event, would be even 
Dt Now be , of this unhappy affair to direct his vote for a| ponement and in favor of the resolution, as a ques- longer than that named by the gentleman from 
Ctive, any His against duelling; and if the resolution of the| tion affecting the privileges of members of that | Tennessee, (Mr. Bell,) in his motion to postpone. 
- that the vntleman from Maine shall goonly to that end, he bony In the mean time, he would suggest, there would 
step far. ‘ould vote against it, but if it be so modified as to r. Potter, of Pa., next addressed the house. | be opportunity for reflection upon the part of the 
| Measnre pts distinctly the question whether the privi- | He said he understood the question before the house | house, and the same effects as had been alread 
Which the leces of this house have been violated, he should, to be whether this resolution should be acted upon pointed out, as arguments in favor of postponing, 
Tescribed : under a solemn conviction of his judgment, feel it | at this time, ora week hence. He could not, fora would ensue, in the assuaging of feeling, and en- 
de which bis imperious duty to vote for the inquiry, with the | noment, permit himself to think that any honoura- abling members to act upon the report of the pro- 
rtain por. sole view to protect the inembers of this house from | ble member upon that floor would let any personal | proposed committee calmly, cooly, and dispassion- a 
ct an ip. question, for what it may be their duty, as it un- | or political considerations mingle with their action ately. He should, therefore, go for the postpone- 
Of a cude 4 iestionably is their constitutional right, to say in | upon such a question as was then presented to them | ment. - 
> the pub. debate. for consideration. If I could think, with my col-| Mr. Reed rejoiced that, upon a late occasion, he 4 
| that was | Bat, sir, it is said this inquiry will produce il! | league, (Mr. McKennan), that the resolution could | had had an opportunity to express his opinion upon bi 
se, and of q feeling and excitement. He trusted not. Who, reflect on the memory of the dead, or upon the the subject-matter involved in this question. He 4] 
Y roused, <. when the high and solemn duty of guarding character of the living, (said Mr. P.) I would be in rejoiced, moreover, that it had been brought before By 
to the ac. ca rotecting the rights guarantied by the constitu- favor of taking time for coolness and reflection; for the house for its action thereon. Yet be could not HE 
neident to j poe this body, and through it to our constituency, the subject is one of the deepest importance, and is | agree that that was the proper time to set on foot x 
be buried ‘and the country, will dare to throw his private to be acted on carefully and deliberately; while its | the proposed investigation. It is admitted, he ar- Rk 
d by mo. * feelings into the proceeding, to swell excitement high importance imperatively demands that that | gued, on all hands, that a very strong feeling does ok 
MS Course r so sad an occasion? No member surely will do action should take place at the earliest possible | exist upon the subject; and to such an extent that, is 
oN princi. such wrong to justice and to the honor and dignity time. Farther delay would, necessarily, produce | even before the funeral of the deceased, there had eS 
sible that of this house. farther excitement. been some doubts expressed as to the granting ee 
drive him RP ape EO ee this sube | «ut: Patmfeld, in order to meet the views of gen- | funeral honors in this instance; and, considerin £ 
approved _ Entertaining the opinions “of hi 3G “ mt hha tlemen, modified his resolution so as further to in- | what had taken place in relation to the matter, he te 
US as any | ject, under the corona fe f 4 + wrath ~ struct the proposed committee to inquire and report | deeply regretted that the gentleman from Maine ag 
ne house, | should feel constrained to vote for the inquiry, 1!) whether a breach of the privileges of the house had | (Mr. Fairfield) should have introduced such a pro- Bie 
enor, M ' the resolution be so amended as to make it the| poen committed osition as he had d fk, Bae | 
= f asserting the privileges of the house and “gore . ; P Ss he had done. As to the question of vt 
| means of as 8 ety begs , stew: Mr. Loomis said that this appeared to him a very | postponement, the gentleman from Pennsylvnnia d. 
a, Offered ’ eb, the freedom of its debates and proceed- plain question, and he wondered that it did notstrike = Potter,) who had spoken against it, had said dey 
ings. ; . ; every ember in that light. The simple matter is, | that further delay produced further exci : ie 
ted to in- Mr. Bell hoped that the agree would be con-| whether, when one of the members af this house, | Was that human MF tee He believed oe Be he Fi 
suppress _ fined to the precise question (of postponement) | one of the associates of gentleman there, is with- | contrary, he was of opinion that delay allayed ex- at 
for that | before the house. i i fine it drawn suddenly from among them, and from the re- | citement rather than produced it. 4 ve 
get Ps chair requested the house so to confine 1t- paeenen ge country ein yeas and nays having been demanded on Bi bt 
1 the fol- p Sell. ; x4 : ere the chair suggested that the gentleman’s re- | the question of postponement, that questio as 4 
to be ap- | Mr. Turney entertained the opinion that all dis- | marks were quite irrelevant to the qusttion immedi- | decided in the adeaitiss by the followin ce tt 
cussion of this subject, at this time, was highly ately before the house VEAS—Messrs. Alexande 8 : ‘| 
fre i r. No member could possibly vote on it , . : - Alexander, J. W. Allen, Ay- mi | 
juire into 5 ep ee ek y. Mr. Loomis would connect them with the ques- | crigg, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Cal- afd 
‘sonalities - understandingly, until all the facts are investigated | tion. ‘The house should act, under such circum-| hoon, W. B. Campbell, John Campbell W. B. Hi 
-bate.” by the committee. He would, therefore, move the | stances, he thought, at once. It was demanded by | Carter, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Childs His 
0 pees previous question. : : the character of the house that this inquiry be | Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Dawson, Dromgoole. i 
debate on The question upon seconding the previous ques-| made without delay. It was one which could in- Dunn, Everett, Ewing, J. Garland, R. Garland, J. ag 
ad, it had _ tion was taken by yeas and nays, and decided as} yolye no question of individual character, and which | Graham, Wm. Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Harlan, 3] a| 
reach the _ follows: Yeas 84, nays 86. could result in the passage of no judgment by the | Harper, Hawes, Herod, Hoffinan, Howard, R. M. eh 
on of the ' So there was no second to the motion. house upon the character of any of the parties con- | I’. Hunter, Jenefer, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, A 
Ji he had Mr. McKennan said that the peculiar position in| cerned. Upon that point, it called for no expres- | Kemble, Lawler, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. BY i: 
character which he stood towards his constituents demanded | sion of opinion. He was opposed to the proposed | Mason, 8. Mason, Maury, May, McKennan Mene- whe 
med to be _ thathe should say a word in explanation of the | postponement. fee, Milligan, Mitchell, C. Morriss, Naylor, Pat- We 
' votehe had given against the suspension of the} Mr. Grennell had listened to the debate thus far | ton, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Rariden, Randolph Reed | 4 
at he had rule, and state the reasons why he should vote in| without having been able to here any good reasons | Ridgway, Robertson, Sawyer, Sergeant "A. H. |e 
tion of a favor of the motion to postpone the further consi- | for hasty action in relation to the matter before the Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Southgate Stanly, 1, 
> the late _ deration of the subject tor one week. His consti-| house, or any against the delay which had been Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Fs 
- this step _ tuents (he said) condemned the practice of duel-| proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr.|A. S. White, J. White, E. Whittlese L. Wil- 
Lys should _ ling in the most unqualified terms, and in that con-} Bell.) Whether to inquire into the question of a|liams, Sherrod Williams. J. L. Williams Yell 
ave been deianation he most heartily agreed with them.| breach of privilege, or into the expediency of leg- | Yorke—84. ; 2 
to act de- He abhorred the practice from the very bottom of his | islation against the horrible custom of duelling, there| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, Anderson 
ill had he soul, and would go as far as the furthest on this floor | certainly was no need of hasty action in relation to Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell Birdsall. 
introdue- fo surpress it, He said, further, he would yield to| this resolution. Could the proposed inquiry be | Boon, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn Bynum, 
lone with no gentleman in deploring the tragical event which | conducted with deliberation and itapartiality, while W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey Ba Aaatg 
Id not be- had cast a melancholy gloom over the city, and | every hea:t was swelling with emotion at what had | Clark, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig. Coumnen’ 
but mis- which we had all been called upon to mourn. He | just transpired? So soon after the performance of | Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGuaff, Edwards, El- 
ie the ac- sympathized, deeply sympathized with the relatives | the funeral obsequies, the member from Maine,| more, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Isaac 
the 7. of the deceased, and if he could pour the oil of con-| (Mr. Fairfield,) with the best motives—motives | Fletcher, Filimore, Fry, Goode, Grantland ’ Grant 
appea ss F ° 


_ ‘solation into the bosom of his surviving partner, | honorable to him alike as a man and as a member | Gray, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Harrison, Hastings 

| nothing would afford bim so much consolation. | of that body—had off-red a resolution proposing an | Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Hubley W.. Hl. 
[Here the speaker interposed, and said the question | investigation of the circumstances which had led to | Hunter,, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 
Was on the postponement.] Mr. McKennan said| the lamentable occurrence, Should not time be| Jones, J. W. Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith em 
he would not transgress the rules. That he would | given, before this shall be done, for feeling to be| gare, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis Martin 
heartily go for the amendment offered by his col- | assuaged—not party feeling, (of which he could Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan. A. MecClel. 
league, (Mr. Morris,) which looked to legislation, | not believe there was any operating in relation to |lan, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan M 
and which proposed to do something to put an end | the subject in that body,) but honorable, sympa- | Morris, 8S. W. Morris, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens. 


ypriety ol 
sject for a 
personali- 
g feeling, 
eussion of 
ccitement 
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, to bene- to the practice, which is fraught with such lament-/ thetic feeling, before this step be taken? Jt was | Palmer, Parker, Patterson, Paynter, Petrikin, Phil 
ture mis- able consequences, and in the condemnation of| not the force, but the misdirection of this laudable | lips, Pickens, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt Prentiss, 
nd to look Which, in principle, all seem willing to unite. That | feeling, that was to be avoided; and there was no- Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Rives Russell Shef- 
ember on he resolution of the gentleman from Maine pro- | thing (as it seemed to him) in the case, to impel | fer, Sheplor, Slade, Snyder, Spencer Stuart. Ta 

nelancho- Posed no legislation, no suppression, by law, of the| the house to act on the spur of the moment: nor | lor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus Toucey Pireae, 
ld be bet- evil, but an examination merely into the facts of| had any reasons been given why such hasty action | Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks TT 
racticable a late dreadful catastrophe; they were already | should be had. He was glad that the house had | Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington—117 
ilar cases. efore the public, and it could lead to no useful | decided against compelling an immediate vote upon The resolution was then debated at some length 
nces, (as result to hasten the investigation. If, after paying | the question. mt 


| : g Time was necessary, to enable the | by Messrs. Garland, of Lou. Bouldin, Evans 
of present | the usual honors to the memory of the deceased, it| house to adopt.a course which should operate against | Fairfield, when abana: be 


the “ 4 ae intended to cast an imputation upon the char- | the eustom of duelling, which had produced results| Mr. Coihoun, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
eek, He 7 * er or conduct of the survivor, the passions ought |so disastrous. In order to effect this object, Mr. | sider the vote upon postponement. 
‘ ave time to cool; the excitement, which all feel, | Grennell would vote for the motion to postpone. Mr. Clowney moved the previous question. 


was very Stould be allayed; and we should approach the sub- Mr. Bronson, when he had first heard the motion| Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, then moved that 








iscussioD, Ject with that coolness and deliberation which are | made, was favorably disposed towards it. He felt | the whole subject lie on the table. 

. had pre- Sosnecessary to enable the house to come to a just| the full force of the suggestion that feeling, sym-| The yeas and nays being ordered, this motion 
e word to and impartial conclusion. Justice to the characters pathy, and personal attachment, ought not to be | was lost, by the following vote: Yeas 74 nays 125 
its right i ih all concerned demanded that the investigation | allowed to mingle in the deliberations of the house Mr. Clowney’s motion was next in order and the 
) the ger iz ould be full and fair, without prejudice and with-| upon this subject. But, upon reflection, he had| previous question was seconded, (by tellers) 
m Stant of the ae He, therefore, hoped that the motion | come to view the question as being merely whether | Ayes 109, noes not counted. And the question on 
WwW f° . : en " , 2 ‘. . . . . . . . . - 

ly unne- | afew Pe ma to postpone for | the house would proceed to investigate this subject, | reconsideration being taken by yeas and nays, was 


and, in order to do this, in order to take the incep- | lost by the following vote: Yeas 75, nays 106. 
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—_——— on ae a amen naan 


Mr, Clowney then moved the previous question 
on the resolutions, which was seconded, ayes 105, 
noes not counted: and on the question whether the 
main question should be put, the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and the vote was as follows: Yeas 
107, nays 86. 

The question was then put on agreeing to the 
resolutions moved by Mr. Fairfield, as modified by 
him, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
J. W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, 
Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Bynum, Wm. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, J. 
Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Clark, Cleveland, Clow- 
ney, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
Davies, Deberry, DeGratf, Dunean, Edwards, 

yvans, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, 
I. Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Gallup, James Gar- 
land, Glaseock, Goode, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 
Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Harri- 
son, Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, 
Hulsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, J. 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, Martin, Maxwell, 
McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McKim, 
McKennan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, M. Morris, 8S. W. Morris, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, 
Parker, Patterson, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Phil- 
lips, Pickens, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt, Pren- 
tiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, A. H. Shep- 
perd, ©. Shepard, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, 
Spencer, Stuart, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tilling- 
hast, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vanderveer, Wage- 
ner, Webster, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. 
Whittlesey, L. Williams, J. W. Williams, Worth- 
ington, Yell, Yorke—152. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aycrigg, Bell, J. Calhoon, W | 
B. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chambers, Chapman, 


THURSDAY’s PROCEEDINGS. 

The senate, after some unimportant business, re- 
sumed the consideration of the sub-treasury bill, 
when 

Mr. Davis concluded his remarks on this sub- 
ject—examining further into the design, cha- 
racter, tendency, and effects of this measure, and 
closing with an examination of the bill itself. 

Mr. Strange having signified his desire to speak 
to-morrow, 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 

In the house of representatives. The follow- 
wing named gentlemen were announced as 
being appointed to compose the select committee 
on Mr. Fairfield’s motion for an inquiry, &c. con- 
cerning the death of Mr. Cilley, viz. Mr. Toucey, 
Mr. Potter, Mr. Briggs, Mr. Elmore, Mr. Bruyn, 
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Rariden. Mr. Briggs and Mr. 
Harrison were excused, on their request, on ground 
of being already on other onerous committees; and 
two other inembers were ordered to be appointed 
in their place. 

After several petitions had been presented, on 
motion of Mr. Kemble, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
report ty this house the state of the defences on the 
Atlantic seaboard and Gulf of Mexico, and on the 
northern and eastern frontiers. 

Mr. Bouldin, trom the committee for the District 
of Columbia, made a report upon so much of the 
message of the president of the United States as 
relates to the District of Columbia, concluding with 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this committee wil!, at this session, 
report no bill to the house in relation to the District, 
except those of immediate and pressing necessity; and 
that they will report all such to the house as speedily as 
possible. 

Resolved, That the statute laws in force in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia ought to be compiled and embodied 
in a code, and that some competent persou s‘iould be 
employed by congress to do it immediately, with notes 
of such alterations as he may deem necessary. 

Resolved, That a delegate ought to be immediately 





Cheatham, Connor, Cranston, Curtis, Dawson, 
Dromgoole, Dunn, Ewing, R. Garland, J. Graham, | 
William Graham, Harlan, Hawes, Hoifman, R. | 
M. T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, W. C. Johnson, | 
Legare, Mallory, James M. Mason, Maury, May, | 
Milligan, Mitchell, Patton, Pearce, Pope. Ridg- 
way, Robertson, Sawyer, Shields, Snyder, South- 
gate, Stanley, Stone, Taliaferro, Thompson, Under- 
wood, A. S. White, J. White, Sherrod Williame, 
J.L. Williams—50. 


So it was Resolved, That a committee consisting | 
of seven members be appointed to investigate the 
causes which led to the death of the honorable Jon- 
athan Cilley, late a member of this house, and the 
circumstances connected therewith ; and further to 
inquire whether, in the case alluded to, there has 
not been a breach of the privileges of this house, 
aud to report thereon to this house. 

Resolved, That said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and have leave to sit 
during the sessions of the house. 

The speaker laid before the house several commu- 
nications from the executive department, among 
which was a translation of the Gorostiza pamphlet, 
called for on Mr. Adam’s motion, and a list of 
banks and public officers having public money in 
their hands. 

Mr. Morris, of Pennsylvania, by leave, moyed 
the following resolution of instructions to the se- 
lect committee just ordered, which was adopted: 


allowed the Distrtct, elected by the people of the Dis- 
trict, and admitted on the floor of the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Bouldin moved to lay the report and resolu- 
tions on the table, and that they be printed. 

This motion gave rise to a brief discussion be- 
tween Messrs. Adams, Bouldin, Jenifer, and Gren- 
nell, Finally, a motion to recommit, made by Mr. 
Jenifer, prevailed. 

Mr. Rencher, by leave, introduced the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That the doorkeeper be required to 
execute strictly the thirteenth and fourteenth rules 
of the house relative to the privilege of the hall. 


privilege of the hall under the characters of ste- 
nographer, without a written permission from the 
speaker, specifying the part of the hall assigned to 
him. 

[The following are the rules referred to: 

‘* 13. No person, except members of the senate, 
their secretary, heads of departments, treasurer, 
comptrollers, register, auditors, postmaster general, 
president’s secretary, chaplains to congress, judges 
of the United States, foreign ministers and their 
secretaries, officers who, by name have received, 
or shall hereafter receive, the thanks of congress 
for their gallantry and good conduct displayed in 





Resolved, That the select committee this day or- 
dered be instructed to inquire into the means more | 
effectually to suppress the practice of duelling, and 
report a bill for this purpose as early as is practi- 
cable. 

Mr. Evans, by leave, introduced a resolution for 
informing the governor of Maine of the decease of 
Mr. Cilley; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Jennifer asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution, farther instructing the commit- | 
tee just ordered: 


«¢ Resolved, That the committee ordered this day 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding that if any member of this house, in debate. 
should so far furget the character dune to himself 
and the honse as to use language which shall be 
considered so personal to any other member as to 
call for the censure of a majority of the borly, the 
sneaker first calling him to order, such offending 


o 


member shall immediately be called on by the spea- | 





ker to make an apology to the house and to the| 

member so affended, and, upon refusal to make a 

sufficient anology, such offending inember shall be | 

expelled his seat in the house. | 
3efore leave was granted as requested, | 
On motion of Mr. Patton, 
The house adjourned. 


‘in introducing the resolutions. 


at the seat of the general government during the 
session of congress, and who may choose to avail 
himself of such privilege, such gentlemen as have 
been heads of departments, or members of either 
branch of the Iegislature, and, at the discretion of 
the speaker persons, who belong to such legislatures 
of foreign governments as are in amity with the 
United States, shall be admitted within the hall of 
the house of representatives.” 

* 14. Stenographers, wishing to take down the 
debates, may be adinitted by the speaker, who 
shall assign such places to thein on the flcor or else- 
where, to effect their object, as shall not interfere 
with the convenience of the house.’’] 

Mr. Elinore would ask if the duty proposed to be 
assigned to the speaker was not already assigned 
by the existing orders of the house? The speaker 
would say, in reply, that he should feel much re- 
lieved if the honse would take some new order 
upon this subject. <A practice had existed, under 


| the incumbency of his predecessor, which he had 


felt the inconvenience of,in the too extended con- 
struction of the rules of the honse in this respect. 


Mr. Rencher said that such had been his intention | 


Mr. Hopkins asked 
for a division of the question. And the question 
|being taken on the first resolution, was decided 

affirmatively. The question recurringon the secone, 


Resolved, That no person shall be allowed the | 


the service of their country, the commissioners of 
the navy board, governor, for the time being, of 
any state or territory of the union, who may aitend | 








Mr. Thompson offered the following Amend er 
which prevailed: “And that: no reporter o, ..° 
nographer be admitted, under the rules of the ho. 
unless such reporter or stenographer shal] tin 
writing, for what paper or papers he js employ, 
to report,” &c. And as thus amended, the roc ty 
tions were agreed to. sien 

Mr. Patton thought the existing rules 
house in regard to this matter were aby 
sufficient, if properly enforced. The seco 
lution passed, and the speaker stated that h 
with great pleasure carry the order of th 
into execution. 

Mr. Howard, on leave, reported a bill from th 
committee on foreign affairs for the Preservatio, 
of the neutral relations of the United States whiet 

r » Which 
was read a first and second time. 

A discussion arose as to the time to which 4, 
consideration of this bill should be postponed, M: 
Howard moved to make it the special order of the 
day for to-morrow, during the morning hour, yy, 
Johnson, of Maryland, moved to postpose it until 
{to-morrow at 1 o’clock, and then to make it 4), 
special order until 2 o’clock on each snececediy, 
day. ° 

Mr. Bronson was in favor of the earliest houy. 

Mr. Cambreleng hoped the motion of the ehajy. 
man of the committee on foreign affairs woy\j 
prevail, and that, in the mean time, the bill wouly 
be printed. 

[Protests from citizens of Vermont against the 
provisions of the bill recently before the house upey 
this subject were, on leave, introduced, severally, 
by Messrs. Fletcher and Slade, and were ordered { 
lie on the table and to be printed.] 

The motion of Mr. Johnsen, of Maryland, pre. 
vailed. 

Mr. Thomas, on leave introduced the bill fro 
the senate, providing against the abatement of suits 
against the United States Bank on the 4th of March, 
1858. 

The bill being read twice, and the question being 
upon ordering it to a third reading — 

Mr. Thomas moved the previous question. 

Mr. Adams said that this cuts off all the amend. 
ments, and all debate on the bill itself. He did 
hope that the house would be permitted to consi. 
der the constitutional question involved in this bill— 
whether congress could inake a bank of the United 
States. 

The motion for the previous questicn, having 
been seconded, tie ® and the bill was ordered 
toa third reading, as foilows: 

An act to prevent the abatement of suits and ac- 
tions now pending, to which the late Bank of 
the United States may be a party, 

Re it enacted, §&c. That no suit, action, judgment, 
or decree, now pending and unsatisfied, in whic 
the late Bank of the Uniied States is a_ party, 
plaintiff, or defendant, shall abate or be discon- 
tinued or dismissed by reason of the expiration ol 
the two years after the expiration of the charter, 
limited by the 21st section of the act of incorpora- 
tion of the said bank, for the use of the corporate 
name, style and capacity of said bank, for the pur: 
pose of snits for the final settlement and liqnicaticn 
of the affairs and accounts of the corporation; but 
all such suits, actions, judgments, and decrees shall 
be allowed to proceed to final judgment, executior, 
satisfaction, and settlement, as if the said two years 
had not expired. 

The bill was then read a third a third time, pas 
sed, and returned to the senate. 
| On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the further con- 
sideration of the message of the president of the 
| United States in relation to the northeastern boun- 

dary affairs was postponed till this day week. | 

The consideration of the bill making approprls 
| tion for the payment of pensions was resnmed, v0 
'motion of Mr. Cambreleng, who addressing te 
| house in reply to his colleague, (Mr. Curtis,) whore 
'remarks had concluded the debate upon this bil 
l when last under consideration. 

Mr. Curtis followed at some length, and was sv 
| ceeded bv Messrs. Atherton, Sibley. Bell. Mckun, 
‘and Phillips, when the house adjourned without 
| taking any question, at half past 4 o’clock. 
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Clock work. Mr. Rodgers, No. 410 Broadway, 
New York, has invented an ingenious clock ae 
apparatus, to strike the city ball bell onan alarm “ 
‘fire. It is very simple and durable, and any 0 
can set it so as to strike for any district, and yA 
tinue an hour striking. It is also valuable for pa 
preservation of the bells, as the hammer arnt 
one spot, and equally so for all church bells, iy 

instead of tugging at the rope the sexton has sap 
to set the clock at work, and the bell will ring 
toll the necessary time without labour. It war be 
'gether a simple improvement, which shou ea 
i adopted for the city hall and churches. (Ev. 





UJ . 
By ih ease 


See Te ye 
PIT SAE 


ee Se 


th 


te) 
gc 
at 


